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| 1g1 R. Buckenmeyer
Philosophy of Oriental Religions . y
This letter of St. Joh:x is the classic one to delinia?e the_diffeyfnce hﬁFw;?Ethiﬁlg é;?l
main stream Lutheran/Calvaristic Protestantism.and.Cathollc CthSt%&JILY. Jo ﬂﬂda;niv LS L
that "faith without good works'" is dead. However, if human rature is corrupt an \

Jesus Christ can justify (or effect the salvation) 1.7 1 JOHN 502 |
of a Christian, then humans can not perform good while we are living fa darkacss, . |
‘ - we are lying because we are not living the truth. |
works. . ! C e . |
| T But if we live our lives in the light,
1 JOlIlI | '_ as he is in the light,

we are in union with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son,

| TI{E FIRST LETTER OF JOH:N | purifies us from all sin.
| First condition: break with sin

- 8 If we say we bave no sin in us,
mmODUCTION - - - . we are deceiving ourselves
The incarnate Word - | . and refusing to admit the truth;
' o . , ' o | - 0 but if we acknowledge our sins,
1 Something which has existed since the beginning, - . then God who is faithful and just
: that we have heard, - . '

- will forgive our sins and purify us
from cverything that is wrong,
To say that we have never sinned
is to call God a liar

| ) f
and we have seen with our own eyes; l
I
|
and to show that his word is not in us. {
!
}

that we have watched | | 10
and touched with our hands: I

the Word, who is life—

this is our subject,

*  That life was made visible: | | | 1 I am writing this, my children,
~ We saw it and we are giving our testimony, | o to stop you sinning; |
telling you of the eternal life | but if anyone should sin,
which was with the Father and has been made visible . | we have our advocate with the Father,
to us. | | Jesus Christ, who is just;
®  What we have seen and heard - *  be is the sacrifice that takes our sing away,
we are telling you | | B : and not only ours,
so that you too may be in union with us, | o ~ but the whole world's, |
@5 We are in union | | Second conditiou: keep the commandments, cspecially the |
with the Father - | law of love |
and with bis Son Yesus Christ. . - 2 !
1 We are writing this to you to make our own joy com- . | - We can be sure that we know God ;

plete, | . only by keeping his commandments. j
. | | *  Anyonc who says, “I know him,” |
and does not kecp his commandments,

I. WALK IN THE LIGHT | | . | is a liar, P
| | - refusing to admit the truth. . ;
5 This is what we have heard from him, . | B But when anyone does obey what he has said, .*
and the message that we are announcing to you: | . - God’s love comes to perfection in him.

God is light; there is no darkness in him at all, . We can be sure | \

®  If we say that we are in union with Gode | that we are in God o

. | | - : : | ¢ only when the one who claims to be living in him :
1 a. In the translation, “God” or “Christ” has been used in sev- | ; is living the same kind of life as Christ lived.

eral places, where the Greek has n simple pronoun, in order to - 7 | )

My dear pcople,

muke the writer's meaning clear,

L]
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1 JOBN 2:15

this is not a new commandment that I am writing to
tell you, |
but an old commandment

~that you were given from the beginning,

the original commandment which was the message

| brought to you. | o

Yet in another way, what I am writing to you,

and what is being carried out in your lives as it was
in his,

is a new commandment;

becausc the night is over

and the real light is already shining,

Anyone who claims to be in the light

but hates his brother

is still in the dark, | - |

But anyone who loves his brother is living in the light

and nced not be afraid of stumbling; .

unlike the man who hates his brother and is in the
darkness, o

not knowing where he is going,

because it is too dark to see.

Third condition: detachment from the world

12

13

i4

15

I am writing to you, my own children, o

whose sins have already been forgiven through his
name;

I am wriiing to you, fathers,

who have come to know the one

who has existed since the beginning;

I am writing to you, young men, |

who have already overcome the Evil One;

I have written to you, children,

because you already know the Father:

I have written to you, fathers,

- because you have come to know the one

who has existed since the beginning;

I have written to you, young men,

because you are strong and God’s word has made its
home in you, -

and you have overcome the Evil One,

- You must not love this passing world

or anything that is in the world.
The love of the Father cannot be
in any man who loves the world,

2:16
16

17

1 JOHN 504

because nothing the world has to offer
—the sensual body,

the lustful eye,

pride in possessions—

could ever come from the Father

but only from the world; |

and the world, with all it craves for,
Is coming to an end; -

but anyone who does the will of God
remains for ever,

Fowth condition: be on guard against the enemies of

Christ

18

10

21

22

23

Children, these are the last days;

you were told that an Antichrist must come,

and now several antichrists have already appeared:

we know from this that these are the last days.

Those rivals of Christ came out of our own number,
but they had never really belonged;

i they had belonged, they would have stayed with us;

but they left us, to prove that not one of them

cver belonged to us.

But you have been anointed by the Holy One,

and have all received the knowledge.

It is not because you do not know the truth that I am
- writing to you

but rather because you know it already

and know that no lie can come from the truth.

The man who denics that Jesus is the Christ—

he is the liar,

he is Antichrist; |

and he is denying the Father as well as the Son,

because no one who has the Father can deny the Son,

and to acknowledge the Son is to have the Father as .

well, . |

Kecp alive in yourselves what you were taught in the
beginning: |

as long as what you were taught in the beginning is

< alive in you,

you will live in the Son

and in the Father; |

and what is promised to you by his own promisc

is cternal life, |

L T o e T
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20
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1 JOHN 3:7

This is all that I am writing to you about the people
who are trying to lead you astray.

But you have not lost the anointing that he gave you,

and you do not need anyone to teach you;

the anointing he gave teaches you everything;

you are anointed with truth, not with a In.,

and as it has taught you, so you must stay in him.

Live in Christ, then, my children,

so that if he appears, we may have full conﬁdence.

and not turn from him in shame

at his coming,

You know that God is righteous—

then you must recognize that everyone whose life is

- righteous
has been begotten by him,

H. LIVE AS GOD’S CHILDREN

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us.

by lcltmg us be called God's children;

and that is what we are,

Becausc the world refused to aanowledge hun

therefore it does not acknowledge us.

My dear people, we arc already the children of God

but what we are to be in the future has not yet been
revealed;

‘all we know is, that when it is revealed

we shall be like him -
because we shall see him as he rea.lly is,

First condmon break with sin

4

Surely everyone who entertains this hope

must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ.

Anyonc who sins at all

breaks the law,

because to sin is to break the law,

Now you know that he wppcarcd in order to abohsh sin,
nnd that in him there is no sing

~anyone who hives in God does not sin,

and anyone who sins

has never scen him or known him,

My children, do not let anyone lL.'.ld you astray:
to live a holy life

3:8
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1 JOHN 306

is to be holy just as he is holy;

to lead a siaful life is to belong to the devil,

since the devil was a sinner from the bcgmnmg
It was to undo all that the devil has done

that the Son of God appeared. |
No one who has been begotten by God sins:
because God's seed remains inside him,

he cannot sin when he has been begotten by God.

Second condition: kecep the commandmcnt.s, especially the
law of love

In this way we distinguish the chﬂdren of God

from the children of the devil:

anybody not living a holy life

and not loving his brother

is no child of God’s.

This is the message

as you heard it from the bcgmnmg

that we are to love one another;

not to be like Cain, who belonged to the Evil One
~and cut his brother’s throat;

cut his brother’s throat simply for this reason.

that his own life was evil and his brother lived a good

life.
-~ You must not be surprised, brothers, when the world
| hates you;

we have passed out of death and into life,

and of this we can be sure

because we love our brothers.

If you refuse to love, you must remain dead;

to hate your brother is to be a murderer,

and murderers, as you know, do not have eternal life

| in them.

This has taught us love~

that he gave up his life for us:

and we, too, ought to give up our lives for our brothers
If 2 man who was rich cnough in this world’s goods

saw that one of his brothers was in nced,
~ but closed his heart to him,

how could the love of God be living in him?

My children,

our love is not to be just words or mere talk,

but something real and active;

only by this can we be certain

T W L b= = o
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1 JOHN 4:6

that we are children of the truth - |

and be able to quieten our conscicnee in his presence,

whatever accusations it may raise against us,

because God is greater than our conscience and he
knows everything,

My dear people,

if we cannot be condemned by our own consc1ence,

we need not be afraid in God’s presence,

and whatever we ask him,

we shall receive,

because we keep his commandments

and live the kind of life that he wants,

His commandments are these:

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Chnst

and that we love one another

as he told us to. |

Whoever keeps his commandments

lives in God and God lives in him.

We know that he lives in us

by the Spirit that he has givcn us.

- Third condition: be on guard against the encmies of Chnst
and against the world

4 It is not every spirit, my dear people, that yau can

trust,
test them, to sec if they come from God;
there are many false pmpuets now, in the world.
You can tell the spirits that come from God by this:

- every spirit which acknowledges that Jesus the Christ

bhas come in the flesh
is from God;

but any spirit which will not say this of Jesus
is not from God,

~ but is the spirit of Antichrist,

whose coming you were warned about,
Well, now he is here, in the world.
Children,

you have already overcome these false prophcts,.
because you are from God and you have in you
one who is greater than anyonc in this world;

as for them, they arc of the world, -

and so they speak the language of the world

and the world listens to them,

But we arc children of God,

4:7
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1 JOHN | 508

and those who know God listen to us;
those who are not of God refuse to listen to us.

“This is how we can tell

the spirit of truth from the spirit of falsehood,

1. LOVE AND FAITH

Love

My dear people,

let us love one another ]

since love comes from GoO

and everyonc who loves is begotten by God and knows

God.

- Anyone who fails to love can never have known God,

because God is love.

God’s love for us was revealed

when God sent into the world his only Son
so that we could have life through hxm, |
this is the love I mean:

not our love for God, .

but God’s love for us when he scn} his Squ
‘to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.
My dear people,

since God has loved us so much,

we too should love one another.

- No one has ever seen God;

but as long as we love one another

God will live in us

and his love will be complete in us.

We can know that we are living in him

and he is living in us

because he lcts us share his Spirit,

We oursclves saw and we testify

that the Father sent his Son

as savior of the world. -

If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God,
God lives in him, and he in God. |

We oursclves lmvc known and put our faith in
God’s love toward oursclvcs

God is love

and anyone who lives in love lives in God,
and God lives in him. o

Love will come to its pcrfection In us

- e A e e —
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1 JOHN 58

when we can face the day of Judgmeni without fear:

because even in this world

we have become as he is,

In love there can be no fear,

but fear is driven out by perfect love;

because to fear is to expect punishment, o

and anyone who is afraid is still imperfect in love.

We are to love, then,

because he loved us first, | -

Anyone who says, “I love God,”

and hates his brother, |

is a liar, | | |

since & man who does not love the brother that he
can sce |

cannot love God, whom he has never seen.

S0 this is the commandment that he has given us,

that anyone who loves God must also love his brother,

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
has been begotten by God; - |

and whoever loves the Father that begot him
loves the child whom he begets. |
We can be sure that we love God’s children

if we love God himself and do what he has commanded

us; -
this is what loving God is~
keeping his commandments; .
and his commandments are not dificult,
because anyone who has been begotten by God
has already overcome the world;

this is the victory over the world—
our faith.

Faith

8

¢ :

Who can overcome the world?

Only the man who belicves that Jesus is the Son of de:
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood,¢
not with water only,

but with water and blood:
with the Spirit as another witness—
since the Spirit is the truth— |

so that there are three witnesses,

the Spirit, the water and the blood,

and all three of them agree. -

We accept the testimony of human witnesses,

- but God’s testimony is much greater,

10

3 a. The water and the blood from the side of Jesus, Jn 19:34,

and this is God’s tcstimony, | |
given as evidence for his Son, .
Everybody who believes in the Son of God
has this testimony inside him: .

are here used as figures of his “coming” to all Churistians,

- through the water of baptism and through his sacrificial death,

11

and anyone who will not believe God

is making God out to be a liar,

because he has not trusted

the testimony God has given about his Son.
‘This is the testimony: |
God has given us eternal life

and this life is in his Son; | l

anyone who has the Son has life,

anyone who does not have the Son does not have life.

Conclusion

14
15

16

17

18

19

20

I have written all this to you |
so that you who belicve in the name of the Son of God

may be sure that you have eternal life,

ENDING

Prayer for sinners |
We are quitc confident that if we ask him for anything,

and it is in accordance with his will,
he will hear us; |

and, knowing that whatever we may ask, he hears us,
we know that we have already been granted vyhat we

asked of him, | -
If anybody secs his brother commit a sin

that is not a deadly sin,

he has only to pray, and God will give life to the sinner

—not those who commit a deadly sin;

for there iz a sin that is dcath,

and I will not say that you must pray about that,
‘PBvery kind of wrong-doing is sin,

but not all sin is dcadly.

We know that anyone who has been begotten by God

does not sin, |
because the begotten Son of God protects him,

and the Evil One does not touch him.
We know that we belong to God,

but the whole world lies in the power of the Evil One,

We know, too, that the Son of God has come,

and has given us the power

to know the true God.

We are in the true God,

as we are in his Son, Jesus Christ,

This is the true God,

this is eternal life. | |
Children, be on your guard against false gods.

|
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
SAINT JOHN

PROLOGUE

1 In the beginning was ths Word:

the Word was with God
and the Word was God.
He was with God in ths beginning.
Through him all things came to be,
not one thing had its being but through him.
All that came to be? had life in hime |
and that life was the light of men,
-8 light that shines in the dark,
8 light that darkmess could pot overpower, s

A mian came, sent by God.

His name was John,*

He came as a witness,

as a witness to speak for the light,

20 that everyone might belisve through him,
He was not the light, |

only a witness to speak for the light.

The Word was the true light

that enlightens all men;

and he was coming into the world.”

He was in the world .

tbat had its being through him,

and the world did not know him.,¢

He cdme to his own domain

and his own people* did not accept him.

But to all who did accept him

he gave power to become! children of God,

to all who believe in the name of him?

who was* born not out of human stock

or urge of the flesh

or will of man

but of God himself.!

The Word was made flesh,m

he lived among us,”

and we saw his glory,° )
the glory that is his as the'only Son of the Father,
full of grace and truth.”

John appears as his witness. He proclaims;
“This is the one of whom I said:

11

12

i4

13

17

18

19

23

147
He who comes after me
ranks before me

JOHN

1:23

because he existed before me’,

Indeed, from his fulness we have, all of us, received-—
yes, grace in return for grace, ¢

since, though the Law was given through Moses,
-grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ,

No one has ever seen God;

it is the only Son, " who is nearest to the Father’s heart,

who has made him known,

I. THE FIRST PASSOVER

A. THE OPENING WEEK

The witness of John

Thiz is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews? sent priests and
20 Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, *Who are you?" «he not only declared, but
21 he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ’, «*Well then,’ they asked ‘are you
22 Elijah?" ‘T am not' he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?'> He answered, “No’. «So they
said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those who sent us,

What have you to say about yourself? «So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied:

1 8. The O.T, speaks of the Word of God, and of
his» Wisdom, present with God before the world was
Tosde, of, Pr8:224; Wi T:22+4; by it all things were
created; it is sent to carth to reveal the hidden designs of
God | 1t cerurns 1o him with its wotk dona, Is 35:10-11;
Pr B:22-36; St 24:3-22; Wi 9:9-12. Oa its creative role,
cf, also Gn 1:3,6 etc.; In40:8.28: 44:24-28: 48:13:
Pu 33:6; Jdt 16:14; 5142:15; oc 1ts mission, f, Ws 18
14-16; Pu 107:20; 147:15-18. For John, too, 13:3; 16:28,
the Word existed before the world in God, 1:1.3:
8:244-; 10:304-; it bas come on earth, 1:9-14; 3:19:
9:39; 12:46, of, MX 1:38+4, beiny zent by the Father,
R1T,M4; 513643 6:29; 7:29; B:42; $:7: 10:36: 11:42;
17:3,23, . Lk 4:43, to perform a taak, 4:34-, namaty,
to deliver & memsags of salvation 10 tho world, 3:11 4
1:334-; with {ts misslon sccomplisdied it relutnd to the
Father, 1:18; 7:31; 8:21; 12:35; 13:3; 16:8: L7:11,13:
20:17. The incarnation suabled the N.T., and sspocially
John, to see this separataly aad sternally axistent Word-

b, Alteraatvely, thess words may be joloed with
the Drecedink 'not ons thing of all that came o b
had it belng dut through him',

¢. Yar, ‘bo is the Life'.

4. The Light (Goodness; the Word) sannot be
imprisoned by Darkness (Evil; ths powers .of eviD),
of, T:32f; B:21; 14:30% 12:31,32: 1 Ja 2:8.14; 4:4; 5_:1!._
Others tranalats ‘could not wnderstand”,

. Joha the Bapdst, Mt 3:1. .

{. Other possible transiations "Tha troe lght, that
which enlightens svery man,. wss corning into the
world’, or 'Hz (the Word) was the true lghr that en-
lightens svery man who comes into the world",

5. 1he ‘worid' variously means: the commos or this
sarth, the humsn ruce, those Bostlls 10 (God who hato
Christ and his disciples, 7:7; 13:18,19;: 17:14, This last
san8e colocides with the contemporary Jewish distine-
ton belwoen ‘this world', 8:23 nud passim, dominated
by Satan, 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; { Jn 5:19, and *the world
to come’ which poszibly a4 to John's "etornal
lfe', 1225, The disciples are'to remain 1 this world
for the present, though not of it, 17:11,141,

b, Probably the Jews,

1. Var. ‘to ba called',

I, 't0 thoss who believe in his name’ omitted by
many of the Faihern.

k. Lit, ‘“who was born not of blood or ths will of
the flesh or the will of man', Var, {the commonly

L 5

acoeptad reading) ‘those whe ats bomn'. ‘mot of
tlood...man" ths shorter reading not of fissh or
blood’ is perhaps the ociginal one.

1. Allusion 1o tho stexnal generntion of the Word
bum-o.numm,mmr:mmmmu
16,18-23 and Lk 1:26-38,

m. The ‘flesh’ is man consldersd a3 a frail and
martal being. of. 3:6; 17:2; Gn 6:3; Py 55:4: In 40:6,

n. Lit. “pliched his tent among ns’. The incarnation
of the Word makes God personally and vigibly present
to mankind; {t is no longsr & presonco wmscen and
awe-inipiring a3 in the Tent and Temple of the old
:Gmnzzs:i+=d.Nb3$:34.mmmhrthnM
dmmwhmmnm

" 8124:7.23; Ba 3:36-4:4._ .

9. The 'slory’ iz the manifestarion of God'g
prosencs, Bx 24:16<4-. No one could ses its bellliance

1440

Col 2

o

e
B o

1:7-8,1;
3:28: %

A5 i

Mt1IT
Vi

mmnakm+.butthhmm:uﬂm".

Word now screens this glory sy the cloud once did.
Yut:tﬂml:phmhﬂummm
for instance, of. Lk %:32,35 (alluded to in Jn 1:14D),
and when Jesus works miraclee—'migm' that God ia
active in him, 2:114; 11:40; of, Bx 14:24-27 and 15:7;
Imﬂr.mmwmmmmm.
of. Ja 17:5+4, ,

P. ‘Orece and truth’ recalls the "grace’ (or "love")
and ‘faichiviness’ of God's sell-pevelation 1o Mosos,
Bx 34:64-. cf. Ho 2:16-22,

2 Lo, '8 ptoce snswexing to the grace (that is in
Chriat)® or ‘one grace (that of the New Cowenant) in
place of (enother) grace (that of the Old Covenant)',
An alternative transiation is ‘BTRCe UpOn grace’,

l'r \"Il.'- 'M ﬂlﬂmm'- .

#. In Jo this ususlly indicetas tha Fawish rallgicas
authorities hostlle to Jesus, cf, 2:18; 5:10; 7:13; :22;
18:12; 19:38; 20:19, but occasionally tha Jews as a
whole.

f. On the axpected return of Blifah, see M 3:23.24
and Mt 17:10-13,

u. From it 18:15,18 (ca note) tha Jews argped that
the expoctad Messiah would bs snother Moses (tho
prophet sy excelance, cf, Nb 1%7+4) who would
repest on & rand ale the prodigies of the Rxodus,

CY. Ja 3:14; 6:14,30-31.68; 7:40.52; 12:1+4-; Ao 8:22-23;

T:20-44; Heb 3:1-11, feo also Mt 16:14+,
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me Master and Lord, and rightly; so I am. «If I, then, the Lord and Master, 14
have washed your feet, you should wash each other’s feet.* «I have given you 1s
an example so that you may copy what I have done to you,

‘I tell you most solemnly,
1o servant is greater than his master,

16

My {ﬁﬁ no messenger is greater than the man who sent him,
= g8 . ‘Now that you know this, happiness will be yours if you behave accordingly. 17

am not speaking about all of you: I know the ones I have chosen; but what 18

412 scripture says moust be fulfilled: Someone who shares my table rebelst against me.

1429; 16:4 ‘I tell you this now, before it happens, 19
80 that when it does happen
.24+ ~ you may believe that I am He. ™
: %gﬁ I tell you most solemnly, 20
| ; whoever welcomes the one I send welcomes me,
_—  and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.’
Eﬁ The treachéry of Judas foretold
P sy Haviog said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and declared, ‘I tell you most a1
1026+ 20 solemnly, one of you will betray me'. +The disciples looked at one another, 22
E,z%ﬂt wondering which he meant. -The disciple Jesus loved was reclining next 23
31+ to Jesus; +Simon Peter signed to him and said, ‘Ask who it is ho means’, +s0 24
lennin.g back on Jesus® breast he said, “Who is it, Lord?’ «‘It is the one’ replied 1s
Jesus ‘to whom I give the piece of bread~ that I shall dip in the dish.’ He dipped
the piece of bread and gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. «At that instant, 27
ij%% after Judas had taken the bread, Satan entered him. Jesus then said, ‘What you
s are going to do, do quickly’. «None of the others at table understood the reason 28
he said this. «Since Judas had charge of the common fund, some of them thought 29
m ttelli&ghim, ‘BuL what we ?:;:s for the festival', or telling him to give
& poor. «AS 800D a8
2t e N g fa]]p:n ' . had taken the piece of bread he went s0
When he had gone Jesus said: ’ 31
Mt 90D ‘Now* has the Son of Man been glorified,
. and in him God has been glorified.
16n . If Godlhas been glorified in him,? 32
Ao God will in turn glorify him in himself, «
and will glorify him very soon.
~ Farewell discourses .
‘My little children,
16:10 ~ Ishall not be with you much longer. »
Sal ~ You will look for me,
- and, as I told the Jews,’
i1+ . where I am going,
~you cannot come. ! |
¢ A3 "1 give you & new commandment:$
ﬁ:ﬁﬁ Jove one another) >
£ 19:19; just as I have loved you,
Lk ; you also must love one another,
432 By this love you have for one another, 35
-everycns will know that you are my disciples.’
wiiials  Simon Peter said, 'L6r¢ where are you going? Jesus I I
;mg.;%f‘ ‘ ‘going you cannot follow me now; you w;iyﬂ foiglol::fma later';e?l;:ir mef:l:jﬁ ::
mwx 22:3134 ‘Why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.' +‘Lay down yot;r a8
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JOHN 14
answered Jesus. ‘1 tell you most solernnly, before the cock cr:

177

life for me?

| .+ you will have disowned me three times. -

ol :,"_:I. P
T 1 -
L . H
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‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.s

Trust in God still, and trust in me,

There are many rooms in my Father's house)

if there were not, I should have told you.?

| I am going now to prepare a place for you,

3 and after I have gone and prepared you a place,
1 shall return to take you with me;*
8o that where 1 am
you may be oo,

& way to -

s /7 Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how car
s/ know the way? sJesus said:

‘1 am the Way, the Truth and the Life.s .
No one can coms to the Father except through me.

If you know me,* you know my Father too. -
From this momen ow him and bave seen him.”

e Fatbes st Al o sate
rd,letusmthaFatheran be satid

o "‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you stil
not know me?

*T'o have seen me is to have seen the Father,
so how can you say, “Let us sco the Father"?
Do you not :
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
'I'hewordsluytoyouldonotspuku&ommyself:
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work.
11 You must believe me when 1 say. .
| that I am in the Father and the Father is in me)
believs it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason.
12 1 tell you most solemnly,
whoever belisves in me .
will perform thes same works as I do myself,
he will perform even greater works, :

10

hu muhul;t wmhehﬂ.nmﬂtﬂm :
otlltl?sﬂms:u,mmmuhowmm 14u.mmthmm:bed_b[:;p:;
mmmﬂmmmmﬂdonmdﬂ of Clhrist’s departurs, _

o, The Passion

mmmtmdnsmn'immmum b, Othors sotharwizse I would b
victory as alroady won, of. 16:33. n B’ mmlm " o e -\ Bor
mmmamwmm:awu i Ja 2:28. 1 pim we bave
glory. CL. 17:3.22,34, “l. m Ilrthn W:a _

» ’ l:llﬂ hﬁ [ vn -] ' ] .
i e T i v S S8 122 T Y s o v
?4‘;-'3. 831; for the diciples, ooly 30 & tplrltmduhm’pmﬂﬂmwthe

s. Except by dying, ¢f. v, 36; 21:19,22L. . 3 mfm ;D:‘t“ll, ;ﬂmm?7wﬁ_ the Faiher, Pt

. . 3 . vu.-'lfmmm:m.mmﬂl
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Judas*—this was not Judas Iscariot——said to him,

about?

replied:

WA

- because I am going to the Father,?
Whatever you ask for in my name I-will do,
80 that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
If you ask for anything in my name,
I will do it.
H you love me you will keep my commandments,?
I shall ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate?
to be with you for ever,
that Spirit of truth’
whom the world can never recsive
since it neither sees nor knows him;
but you know him, -
becauss he is with you, he is in you* 1
I will not leave you orphans; : "
I will come back to you. :
In a short time the world will no longer see me:
but you will see me,
because I live and you will live,?
"On that daym™
you will understand that I am in my Pather
r;dygg: in me and I in you,
¥ who receives my commandmen
'sr.ril“}‘l be one who loves me; * ad keeps them
and anybody who Ioves me will be Ioved |
and I shajl love him and show myself to l:.}r::ﬁy Fathes,

_ ‘Lord, what is all this
.Do you intend to show yourself to us and not to tha world?' «Jesus

‘If anyone loves me he will keer word,»
and my Father will love hinl:.eep e
and we shall come to him
;:_;d make our home with him.
ose who do not love me do not .
And my word ¢ is not my own: Keep my words
it is the word of the one who sent me, .
I have sald theso things to you .
while still with you: -
but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything
and remind you of all I have said to you,”
Peae? ] bequeath to you,
my own tﬁ:m Il give you, :
a peace world cannot give, this is
"Dao not lat your hearts be goublad or Tf};aiggf o you.
You heard me say: |

I am going away, and, shall return.

- If you loved me vou would-have been glad to know that T am

~ going to the Father,
for the Father is greater than Lt :
- I haye told you this now before it happens,
80 that when it does happen you may believe,
. I'shall not talk with you any longers = - .
because the prince of this world is on his way.

‘13
14
15

16

17

18

19

41

a3

23

1

179 JOHN 15:7
He has no power over me, S | e
but the world must be brought to know that I love the Father |
and that I am doing exactly what the Pather told me, 638+
Come now, lst us go. Mt 26:46p
The true vine
1 15 ‘I am the true vine,* pir
and my Father is the vinedresser, .
2 Bvery branch in me that bears no fruit?
he cuts away, Mt 1313
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 15:16
to make it bear even more,
You are pruned* already, 13:10
by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 3114
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you, 6:56-57
Az a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the viue,
neither can you unlesa you remain in me.
I am the vine,
you are the branches.
Whoever remaina in me, with me in him, '
bears fruit in plenty; , jus,.
for cut off from me you can do nothing, . ﬁ: ;7-1
Anyone who does not remain in me "
is like a branch that has been thrown away
¢ withers; Ruk 19:12
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, 15:144
and they are burnt. | - ETBE%
If you remain in me
and my words remain in you,
you may ask what you will 14:18 4
and you shall get it, 1 7o 514
B, Christ brousht revelation and malvation; his and whoee volos is heard in humana oourts, 15:26,37;
mirecies weze 'wigns' of thess things, X114, The of, Lk 12:11.12; Mt 10I920p; Ac5:32. He i (he
‘worky’ of the dlsciples will contious this mindstry truth, Jesding men to tho very fuloess of

the Spirit's work for the dlsciples and Christ's ring
out powwfully the parsopal charscier of the Bpirls,
of, 14:36+ 1 To 21,

who {5 ‘the father of Hes', 8:44;: 1 Jn 4:31.
k. Var. ‘will de in you'. '
1. The world has soous ita Inst of Jesus, of. 7:34 1 §221.

3
EE
aE'
22
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:

bave the Spirlt, 14:16,17; 1867; cf, 133+, He Is the
parakletos, who intercedor with tha Father, of, T Jo 2:1,
[}
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It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit,

and then you will be my disciples,.*
As the Father has loved me,

80 I have loved you.

Remain in my love,

If you keep my commandments
you will remain in my love,

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments

and remain in his love.

I have told you this

80 that my own joy* may be in you
and your joy be complete,

This is my commandment:

love one another,

as I have loved you.

A man can have no greater love

than to lay down his life for his friends.

i 'You are my friends,
,ifyou do what I command you,

#q shall not call you servants any more,
becausa a servant does not know

his ‘master’s business;

I call you friends,

because I have mads known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father,
You did not choose me,

uo, I chose you;

and I commissioned you

to go out and to bear fruit,

fruit that will last;

and then the Father will give you
anything you ask him in my name.
What I command you

is to love one another,

The hostlle world?

‘If the world hates you,

. remmember that it hated me before you.

If you belonged to the world,
the world would love you as its own;

- but because you do not belong to the world,
" because my cholce withdrew you from the world,

therefore the world hates you,

. Remaernber the words I said to you:

A servant is not greater than his master,
If they persecuted me,

they will persecute you too;

if they kept my word,

they will keep yours as well.

But it will be on my account that they will do all this,
because they do not kmow the one who sent me.

If I bad not come,

- if T bad not spoken to them,

they would have been blamelass:

but as it is they bave no excuse for their sin.

Anyone who hates me hates my Father.

180

11

12

14

13

18§

17

21

21

24

a6

a7

10
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16

/|

|._And when he comes,

L " Tyt Jaals = W min b b nle A

If Y had not performed such works among them
a8 no one else has ever done,

they would be blameless;

but as it is, they have seen all this,

and still they hate both me and my Father.

But all this was only to fulfil the words written in their Law:
They hated me for no reason,

When the Advocate comes,

whom I shall send to you from the Father,

the Spirit of truth who issues from? the Father,
he will be my witness, :
And you too will be witnesses,

because you have been with me from the outset,

‘T have told you all this

g0 that your faith may not be shaken.®

They will expel you from the synagogues,

and indeed the hour is coming

when anyone who kills you will think be is doing a holy duty for God.
They will do these things

because they have never known either the Father or myself.

But I have told you all this,

so that when the time for it comes

you may remember that I told you,

The coming of the Advocate

‘I did not tell you this from the outset,

because 1 was with you;

but now I am going to the one who sent me,

Not one of you has asked, “*Where are you going?”
Yet you are sad at heart because 1 have told you this,
Still, I must tell you the truth:

it is for your own good that I am going

because unless I go, .

the Advocate will not come to youj

but if I do go,

I will send him to you.

be will show the world how wrong it was,
about sin, -

and about who was in the right,

and about judgement:

about sin;

proved by their refusal to belisve in ms;?
about who was in the right:

proved by my going to the Father

and your seeing me no more;*

d, Var, ‘and 90 prove 10 be my dlaciples’, I than tha stenal ‘procseding’ fom the Pather within

this way the
C1, 21:19,

Father s 'glorifiad in the Son', 14:1), the Trinity,
16 a. Lit. ‘s0 that you may not be ‘wipped’. To

- 8 The perfect happiness of the messfanico & preservs thalr faith from shock, Jesvs focownrns the

which is sommmunicated by the Son of God.
- £, Josus contrats the disciplal® Jove for coe another

aposties of coming irjals, of, 13:19.
b. The world's sin is unbellef, 8:21,34.46; 15:22)

with the worid's hatred of them, Ii will be with them the Spirit will axposs it.

& with their

them, it pesvecutes Jesns bimself, Cf, Af 9:5; Col 1:24. to the ttle 'Son of

¢. The Spirit will demonsirate tha right of Joens
Ood’, cf. 10:13; 19:7. The "passing’
of Jesus to the Fathar will prove that Ba'ls God's Son,
13:1: 20:17, bacauss it ahows that beaven s his orop

Master, and whan the world perstcutes

8. The sending of tha Spirit into mimm mther home, 5:62.

Mt 10:25:
13:24-2% -

B:114-: G226
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16:11 JOHN
about judgement: .
1231+ proved by the prince of this world being already condemaned.
I still have many things to say to you
i but they would be too much for you now.
14264 But whea the Spirit of truth comes

he will lead you to the complets truth,
sincehzwﬂlnotbeapealdngm&ommmself
but will say only what he has'learnt;
andhewﬂlte]lyouofthothinpm'qom&"
He will glorify me,

since all he tells you

will be taken from what is mipe,

Everything the Father has is mine} )
that is why I said:

All be tells you

will be taken from what is mine.f

1710

Jesus to retwrm very so0n

‘In a short time you will no longer sse me,
and then a short time later you will see me again.’?

7:3%; 14:19

Then some of his disciples said to one another, ‘What does he'mean, “In a

ghort time you will no longer see me, and then a short time later you will see me

- , again” and, “I am going to the Father™? «What is this “short ti::.ae"?"_We don't
1484+ Lnow what he means.” «Jesus knew that they wanted to quesnonhm:}. 80 he

" 1630 gaid ‘Youm_askingoneanothuwhatlmmntbymying: In a short time you

will no longer see me, andthmashortﬁmqlatetyouwiﬂmmeagnin.

182

‘T tell you most solemnly,
N you will be weeping and wailing
Rv 11:10 while the world will rejoice;
Heb 1211 you will be sorrowful, |
P1 Lagcg but your sorrow will turn to joy.*
v g_-_;;lgi A woman in childbirth suffers,
M 49-10 because her time has como, | _
11:28 but when she has given birth to the child she forgsts the suffering’
' inherjoythntamanhasbeenbomintothewoﬂd?
So it is with you: you are sad now,
k19; 15:11; but I shall see you again, and your hearts will be full of joy,
A¢ 2:464 and that joy no one shall take from you.
14:20 When that dey comes,
you will not ask me any questions.
1 tell you most solemnly,
14134 anything you ask for from the Father
he will grant in my name, - R
Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.”
Ask and you will receive, |
- and so your joy will be complete.,
M {134 1 have been telling you all this in metaphors,
s the hour is coming A
swhen I shall o longer speak to you in metaphors}
‘bt tell you about the Father in plain words.*
When that day comes
1413 you will ask in my name; '
and I do not say that I shall pray to the Father® for you,
423 becauss the Father himself loves you

for loving me

11
12

13

14

13

16

17

18
19

21

27

29
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 and believing that I came from God.
I came from the Father and have come into the world

and now I leavs the world to

His disciples said, “Now you are speaking plainly and not using metaphors!

go to tho Father.’

X7:6

1t

s0' Now we see that you know everything, and do not have to wait for questions to 1:48+3

31- be put into words; because of this we believe that you came from God.’ »Jesus

1y
33

L

whom cOmes everyihing

answered them:
‘Do you believe at 1ast?

Listen; the time will come~in fact it has come already--—

when you will be scattered, each going his own way

and leaving me alone.
And yet I am not alone,

I have told you all this

because the Father is with me.

80 that you may find peace In me,
In the world you will have trouble,

but b2 brave:
I bave conquered the world,’

The priestly prayer of Christ®

1 After saying this, Jesus raised his
:}

"Father, the hour has come:
glorify your Son

And eternal life is thist .
to know you,¢

the only true God,

7\ I have glorified you on earth
and finished the work

that you gave me to do,

80 that your Son may glorify you;?®
and, through the power over all mankind*
Jet him give eternal life to all thoss you have entrusted to him,

eyes 1o heaven and said:

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.*

-

Now, Father, it is time for you to glorify me

with that glory T had with you”

before ever the world was,”

I have made your name® known

d. The Spiclt will reverl tha sipaificance of Carist's
desth: it ls the inal scntence proncunced on the privce
of this worid.

e. The new order of things that i to result from
Chrisr’s desth sand resurrection. )

f. By revoaling the hidden deptha of the mysisry
of Jesus, e Spirlt makes hin glory known. Jemua, In
is tum, manifests the glory of tha Father, 17:4, from

he vosscsecs. 3:35: 5:12.26:

13:3: 17:2. The Fatber is the source of (he revalation
coxnrmmicated by the Son and brousht to completion
by the Spirit who in tida way gicrifSes both Son snd
Fathar. ‘There nro not thros revelations butl one.

E. A veiled referencs (o his approaching death andd
sesurrection. Add, becsuss I am going to the Patber'.

h. Add. ‘he wocaks of'.

§. The happiness of secing the risem Chrim
the sad deys of his Pamsion. cf'@20:20. o

§. Tradivional biblical mataphor for the sufferings
which will berald the sow, messinnicage. Cf, Mt 24:84,

K. Bocause Josus was nct yai glorifed, Cf, 14:13,

5. Thes resurtection mnd the coming of the 3pirit

Ilhlulunu the period of mmore perfect instruction

which fs 10 cnd (o the vision of God 'ss bels', 1Ja 3:2, -
m. Var. ‘and 1 shall not pray to the Father'. Jesus

L

ta still the omly mediator, cf. 10:9; 14;6; 15:3; Heb
but the discipies’ fulth and love make thaxm one wi
hirn and therefors domr 1o the Fathar: medistion could
pot be oore pacfect.

17 s. The dme for the pcrifice draws near: in
prayer Josus offers himaelf and inwrcedes for his
cipies. .

. When Jesus asics (o be ‘glorified’, it is not In his
own inwerosts, . 7:18, 8:50, but the zlory of Son and
Farher ars onw, cf. 12:28; 13:31.

€. Lit. ‘al} fealy’, cf. 1:14. LT

4. To “tnow’ in the bitlical ssnse, of. 10214+,

o, Hitherto the Mosaic law bad beem the
instrament of revelation which pow comes to man
terough Christ, :

f, Var, ‘the siory which was with you" or ‘the glocy
with which I was’® or *the glory with you'.

. Either tho slory be eajoyed as the pre-dncarnate
Son, Or ¢lse the glory predestined for him from slernlty
b' the FlMi 1:’4"".

h. Xt was Christ’s mision 10 Tovea! the ‘name’,
{m, the pamson, of the Fatber, 17:3-6,36; 11128+
I Te11: of. 31114 mow love for men 8 charactecistic
of tho Father, 1-Ja 48,16, and he proves thia Jove by

14274

Kb
plad
Jn L:14

i ass

2445 2]

that you have given him, 35+

1Jn 228

.

Eak 362
L1+

115520

4:34--

In 4924

-



3:38-
3il4

114

1:104-

16:15

tTh1:a0,12
13104

Ll 14220

oL
AR

164; 18:9
&39; 1028

g

t
A 111%

15114
3114

¢ 1%19

A5

. 8:28
Aj .13%
1
7
10:36
§:38; 20:21
10:18-

?56'- 5
S0
pa K

1304~

14t

79

JOHN

to the men you took from the world to give me.
They were yours and you gave them to me,

and they have kept your word,

Now at last they know

that all you have given me comes indeed from youj
for I have given them

the teaching you gave to me,

and they have truly accepted this,! that I came from you,

and have believed that it was you who sent me,

I pray for them} |

I am not praying for the world

but for those you have given me,

because they belong to you;

all I have is yours ‘

and all you have i3 mine,

and in them I am glorified.

I am not in the world any longer,

but they are in the world,

and T am coming to you,

Holy Father,

keep those you have given me true to your pame,”
8o that they may be one like us, :

I kept those you had given me true to your name.
I have watched over them and not one is lost
except the one who chose to be lost.*

-and this was to fulfil the scriptures.

But now I am coming to you o
and while still in the world I say these things
to share my joy with them to the full,

I passed your word on to them,

and the world hated them,

because they belong to the world

no more than | belong to the world.

Iamnotaaldng.yautormovnthemfmmthewoﬂd, .

but to protect them from the evil ons.?
They do not belong to the world

any more than I belong to the world.
Consecrate® them in the truthy

your word iz truth,

.As you sent me into the world,

I have sent them into the world,

and for their sake I consecrate myself®

8o that they too may be consecrated in truth.¢ -
I pray not only for these,

but for those also

who through their words will beliove in me.

ay they all be one.

Father, may they be one in us,

s you are in me and I am In you,

mthatthewoﬂdmybeﬁmitmyouwhomtme.

Ihangvmthcmthegloryyougavetomq
that they may bs one as we are one,

With me in them and you in me, -

may they be so completealy one

that the world will realise that it was you who sent ma

10 .4

¥ .
i

11 q.
LI I

i4

13
16
17
18

185 ., JOHN | 18:16
| and that I have loved them? as much as you loved me. 159
4 Father,
I want those yon have given me
to be with me where I am, 13381
80 that they may always see the glory | ﬁé—; '
you have given me 1:1
because you loved me _ :
before the foundation of the world., | Bold
as Frther, Righteous One, , :
the world has pot known you, 0L,
but I have known you, . .
and these have known - |
that you have sent me, , L1+
26 I bave made your name known to them . . e
and wiil continue to maks it known, L
go that the love with which you loved me may be in them,. 421
and so that I may be in them.! | E

" C. THE PASSION

The arrest of Jesus I ‘
1 18Afmhehadsaid all this Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the 263
Kedron valley, There was a garden thers, and he went into it with his a2

2 disciples. +Judas the traitor knew the place. well, since Jesus had often met. his.

3 disciples there, sand be brought the cohorts to this place together with a detach- R‘%ﬁg

ment of guards sent by the chief priests and the Pharisees, all with lanterns and a3

4 torches and weapons. sKnowing everything that was going to happen to him, 144

s Jesus then came forward and said, ‘Who are you looking for? «They answered, 1247+

Jesus the Nazarene'. He said, ‘I am he'. Now Judas the traitor was.standing

¢ among them,  When Jesus said, ‘T am he’, they moved back and fell to the ground, &24+

7 He asked them & second time, ‘Who are you looking for?” They said, ‘Jesus the

8 Nazarene'. ‘I have told you that I am he® replied Jesus, ‘If I am the one_you

# are looking for, let these others go." +This was to fulfil the words he had spoken,

- ‘Not one of those you'gave me bave I lost’. . ; 6205 10
10 Simon Peter, who carried a sword, drew it and wounded the:high priest's ser- —
11 vant, cutting off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. «Jesus said to

Peter, ‘Put your sword back;jn its scabbard; am I not to drink the cup that the {237 ..
Father has given me?’ s 3529
Jeésus before Anngs and Calaphas, Peter disowns him .
13 The cohort and its captain and the Jewish guards seized Jesus.and bound |
18 him, «They took him first to Annas, beditise Annas was the father-in-Jaw of Lt3:3
14 Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, «It was Caiaphas who had suggested. 11:50
to the Jews, ‘It is better for one man to die for the people'. '
15 Simon Peter, with another disciple,® followed Jesus. This disciple, who was %?;
fiLX 23:

16 known to the high priest, went with Jesus into the high priest's palace, sbut

delivering up kis only Bon, 3:16-18; 1 Jn 4:5,10,14,16; m. The varb mesns Hiermlly: 10 set svide for, dodi- -
¢f. Rm B:32; it follows that men must belleve that owts to, God; (0 ‘sanctfy’ (n the orlginal semee ‘of
ls the Sou, 3:13. If they are to spprociats this the word), of. Ac %13+,

of. 1 Jo2:23; Jn 203§, and thos ‘mow' the 8. Josus offers hirnself in sacrifice for his followers.
" ¢. Dodicated to God’s worship “in spirft and
Add., ‘and bave koown'. Also translated truth', '

have given themn true weloome becanse I came |

you', P: Var, ‘that you bave loved tham’, :
« Lit, '"Keep thowe o yonr name whom (var. 18 a, A dotachment from ‘the Roman .garrison in
you have plven mw', S0 also in v, 13, Jerusalem. L .

k. Lit. ‘the son of perdition’, " b. Frobably the 'disuiple’ of Znaf, “whor' Jesok
L. Or *from ovil’, cf, Ml £:13. loved’, (he svangalist himself, - :

i

i

£



'THE LETTER OF
JAMES

Address and greetings
AciZlL 1 From James, servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. Greetings® to the 1
1211 1 twelve tribes of the Dispersion.®

Mesaty My brothers, you will always have your trials but, when they coms, ry to treat 2
Heb 1211 them as a happy privilege; »you understand that your faith is only put to the 3
Rm3:3-5 test to make you patient, -butpaﬁmcetooistohavei:tsmacﬁcalmults’sothat 4

will give him anything. -
Jr9:22-23 Itisrightforthepourbrothertobepmudofhishighrank,' -and the rich
onetobethankﬂﬂthathehasbeenhumbled,becamericheshstnolomthan
4067 the flowers in the grass; ~the scorching sun comes up,” and the grass withers, the 1
| flower falls; what looked so beautiful now disappears. It is the same with the rich

Dn1212  Happy the man who stands firm when trials come. He has proved himself, 12
Ws 5:15-16 andwillwinltheprizeoflife,thecmwnthalmelnrd'has promised to those who

Temptation
St 1}';5}"_523 Never, when you have been tempted, say, ‘God sent the temptation’; God 13
1Co10:43 cannot be tempted to do anything wrong, and he does not tempt anybody.
Rm7£10. Everyone who is tempted is attracted and seduced by his own wrong desire. 14
' d 'Ihenthedesirebom‘mandgivesbirthtosin,andwhensinis'fullygrown,ittoo 15
Heb&1+ hag a child, and the child is death. -
M Make no mistake about this, my dear brothers: it is all that is good, i}
wuyﬂﬁngthaiiswfecgwhichisgimusﬁomahow;itcomdown'&omthe
In&124 Father of all light;* with him there is no such thing as alteration, no shadowof a
Jn L1213 change. -Byhisownchoimhemadeushischﬂdrenbythemessageofmemnhf 18
Rv 144 g, that we should be a sort of first-fruits of all that he had created.

True religion

Pri19%  Remember this, my dear brothers: be quick fo listen but slow to speak and 19
SI%11 dlow to ronse vour temper: »God’s righteousness is never served by man’s anger; 20



RREB

~ putting it into practice—will be bappy in all that he does.

B

onese]funcontammatedbythewoﬂd. S

JAMES 2:11

» word which has been planted in you and can save your souls; 311+
But you must do what the word tells you, and not just listen to it and deceive MiI:2427»
yourselves.«To listen to the word and not obey is like looking at your own features Rm2a3
in a mirror and then, -after a quick look, going off and immediately forgetting -~
what you looked like. «But the man who looks steadily at the perfect law of Y3127

. | ‘Mt 3:17
freedom* and makes that his habit—not listening and then forgetting, but

397

" Nobody must imagine that he is religious while he still goes on deceiving
himself and not keeping control over his tongue; anyone who does this has the 32
wrong idea of religion. +Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of God our Father*

§s this: coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need it, and keeping Ex22:21+

10
11

y My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord,*
with the making of distinctions between classes of people. «Now suppose a man
comes into your synagogue,® beautifully dressed and with a gold ring on, and at
the same time a poor man comes in, in shabby clothes, «and you take notice of the
well-dressed man, and say, ‘Come this way to the best seats’; then you tell the
poor man, ‘Stand over there’ or “You can sit on the floor by my foot-rest’. Can’t
you see that you have used two- different-standards in your mind, and turned
yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that? S
- Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor according to the world
that God chose, to be rich in faithe and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he ;.7
promised to those who love him. «In spite of this, you have no respect for anybody
who is poor. Isn’t it always the rich who are against you? Isn’t it always their
doing when you are dragged before the court? «Aren’t they the ones who insult
the honourable name to which you have been dedicated?4 «Well, the right thing
to do is to keep the supreme law of scripture: you must love your neighbour as
yourself: +but as'soon as you make distinctions between classes of people, you are
committing sin, and under condemnation for breaking'the Law. |
You see, if a man keeps the whole of the Law, except for one small point
at which be fails, he is still guilty of breaking it all. +It was the same person who
said, ‘You must not commit adultery’ and *You must not kill'. Now if you commit
murder, you do not have to commit adultery as well to become a breaker of the

f a. Lit. “Bo'loyfal o¢ “Rejolos’, a norimal Greek ' 1. Lit. ‘He deliberately teemed us forth by 8 word of

_ greeting, “Happy privilege’ v. 2 (it. *all joy deemn it') truth’, This ‘word of truth’ is everything God has

i in Greek a pun on the gréeting

| formula.. . pevealed to the human race, it is also called the law of
b. In O.T. days ilie '

Basporss watnsed._frosdom o the supremo La, cf. 12125; 28,

e 24+,

country, of, Ps147:2; Jat %:19: of. In7:35. Bere the
Graeco-Roman wotld, of, Ac2:8-11, ¢ - = .| - ufresdom: as fowing from obedience to the Law; Paul,
¢, James, fn the tradition of the Jews, belloves:the however, had a different concept of Christian freedom
essence of religion 15 §63° practical valve in gctions, @4 something flowing from the Christian’s release
UL Yo feomh obedience to-the Law, of. Rm 6:15+4; 714,

" e H-% 8 theme of the O.T. that the poor,
f. Zp 2:3-+, will be rewarded, 1 8 2:7-8; Ps 724,12, etc..
oL Zo 33+ vill borowarded. 18.27.8; I ThALL . |8

- Lk 6:20, otc.: to show their reward in terms of the

. g.0m. ‘the Lond’, Vulg. reads ‘God’,

kingdom of -heaven. This privilkege of the poor is
gecognised in the early Church; it is' barred to the
rich uniess they reduce themselves to the same humbie
state, cf. Mt 5:3+4-; - - -

£, Or “As soon as the sun, with a scorching wind’.

.. 1.Cf, Mt 6:9; 1.Co 15:24; Ep 5:20. Tho O.T. uscs
the phrase in Dt 32:6; cf. Ts 63:16; Sj23:1,4; Ws 2:16.
2 - a. Lit. “our Lord Jesus Christ of glory’, cf. 1 Co 2
b. James is writing to Jewish Christians: it is
Jewizh synsgogues, or it may be his word for the
Christian ‘assembly’ for liturgical services.

~ "¢. Le. poor in money, rich in faith, cf. 1:9+4;

. Lit. *the Father of the lights’, i.e. the maker of you (or: that you bear)’. In the O.T. the name of
the stars, Gn 1:14-18,  and source of spiritual light, 'Yahweh pronounced over someons dedicated him to
cf. 1 P2:9; 1 Jo 1:5. The imagery following this phrase “the divine protection, Am 9:12; I8 43:7; Jr 149. In the
is suggested by astronomy. Var. ‘no such thing as N.T. the only means of salvation is the name of Jesus
- jnvoked, &.8. at baptism, Ac2:214-.
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~ -+ Law. <Talk -and behave like people who are going to be:judged by the law of 12
iﬁl‘iﬁ"?‘ freedom, sbecause there will be judgement without mercy for those. who have 13
& 6:304 nothmmmfulﬂmelves butthemcﬂulmdlmvemfwofmdmt.

Faiﬂlandgoodworhf

ﬂ‘ Takethemsn,myhoﬂms,efmmmwholmsnMMamngbgood 14
w,?i  act but claims that he has faith. Will that faith save him? +If one of the brothers 15
P oroneofthemsmlsmmedofdnﬂmandhasnotmughfoodtohveon,

&

1 Co

lﬁ?ﬂandoneofyouamtothem;'lmshyouweﬂ keep yourself ‘warm. and 16
eat plenty’, without giving thein these bare necessities oflﬁ‘qﬂmwhatgmdm
~ that? «Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it,'it is quite dead.®¢ - 17
Th1smﬁhewaytotalktopeopleofthatkmd.*‘Yousayyouhawfmthandl 18
have good deeds; Iwillmovetoyouthatlhavefmthbyshomgyoumygood
deeds—now you prove to me that you have faith without any good ¢ ‘to show. |
Mt8:29+ You believe in the one God—th: 18 creditable enough; but the demons have the 19
samebdﬁ,andthWMhEmthfear +Do realise, you senseless man, that faith 20
BRm &1+ without good deeds is useless. «You surely know that Abraham: our father was 21
nayg7 Jjustified by his deed, because he offered his son Isaac.on the altar? »There you see 22
1t.faxthanddwdsmwmkmgtomthm‘ his faith-became perfect by what he did.f
cripture really means whemn it says: Abraham put- his faith in God, 23
G and ﬂmmcm: mmkfngbmﬁmﬁed.andthatmwhylmwmm]hd‘the
~ friend of God". .
B Youmnowthatltmbydomgsomethimgmd,andnotmlybybeﬁevmg,u
: thatanmnmmstiﬁnd. 'Ilmisanotherexmnpbefthemhnd.Rahabthezs
matZY prostitute, justified by her deeds becauss she-welcomed ‘the h
~ showed them a different way to leave.. -Abodydleswhenltmseparated&mnthe 26
splnt,andmthemwaymthlsdeadlhtmsepamtedmgwdm

_ Umﬂolbdhngmg

"‘gﬁ“ mba&wefmmhmmmmmmmhmwn
1Co1x28+ ) those of us* who:teach can expect:a stricter jug '
P‘",o. Afta'all,evm'yemafusdoeswmhmgmng,mandomam thez |
S co o o i it o
8189155

hh-l

meﬂdbc’wbwmel every part of himself. -*mputam )
intothehmsmmth,tomakeztdowhatmmm,wehamthewholeanumi
under our control. «Or think of ships: no matter how big they are, even if a gale 4
is driving them, the man at the helm can steer them anywhere he likes by
controlling a tiny rudder. oSomthetongueoalyaunypartofthebody hutltcm 5
proudly claim that it does great things. Think how small a flame can set fire to"a
as’:{s-z huge forest; -themngwmaﬂamehkethﬁt.mngauthem@ﬂwhedy,MO
>y lsawhobm of ﬂ:i.;;g._ltge]f it infécti thié whole body |
""" ‘maefmumﬁtmdamhmm 7
26+ peptill 'andﬁshcanallbetamedby nan, afid often dre; «but nobod:
. mlds Wuapeatthatwﬂlaatkmmﬂ,fuﬂofdeadlypom -Weuse:tw 9
Gz 127+ Wiess the Lord and Father,* but we also use it to curse men who are made in God’s,
“image: -theblﬁmngamltbcurwcomoutofthesmmouﬂﬂh{ybmthm 10
Ev429 this must be wrong—edoes any water supply give a flow of fresh water and salt 11
Mt7:16 water out of the same pipe? Canaﬁgtmegweywalimmywm:a,ma 12
vinegweﬁg? Nomemnmwatagmyou&eahmm. I

Ep 4:1-2 H&aeareanywhorlmmedmamonsYOH,MMMWﬁbymm 13
lives, with humitity and ‘wisdom in their actions. +But if at heart you bave the 14
blttemessafjealausy,oraself-swmgambmon,mmkcmy ims.
yourself or cover up the truth with lies ~—«principles of this' kind arenot 13

2oz thewmdomthateomesdownfmomabovaﬂlequnlymﬂy; animal and
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- 46 devilish. sWherever you find jealousy
37 mckedthmssofeveryhndbemgdone

J'

¢ alone? +But he has been even more generous

7

¥ devil,andhewﬂlrunawayﬁ-omyou.

© .9 WAVerers. -Lookatyomwretchedeondmon,andweepfor it in misery;
10 miserable instead of laughing; gloomy instead of lmppy. nHumbb yomselvm

. Rm 3:20-31; Ga 2:16; 3:2.,5,11f; Ph 3:9, are not wholly

and ‘ambition, you find disharmony;. and

ﬁomabovemmuaﬂymmcthmspure,nalsomakﬁforpm,andmhndb
and considerate; ntlsfnallofeompasalonandshowsltselfbydomggm nor is
thereanytraceofpartmhtyorhypomsymnt. Peapemakm,whmtheyw for

peace,sowthcaeedswhxchmllbeatﬁ'mtmholinm

‘Disumity among Chrigtians
4Wheredothesewmandbatﬂesbetweenyomdvesﬂmtstan?lsn’tﬁpmseb

in the desires fighting inside your own selves? «You want something and you:
havmtgotlt 8O you are pt . tokﬂLYouhaveanambmonthatyoucamOt
satisfy; so you. fight to get your way by foroe.®> Why you don’t have what you-
‘want is because you don't pray for it; ewhen you do pray and don’t get it, it
isbecauseyouhavenotprayedproperly,youhavemyedforsomethmgto mdulge
yourowndesires.

You are as mfaithful as
the world your friend is making God your enemy? Anyone who
‘for his friend turns himself into God’s enemy. «Surely you don’t think scripture X
iswrongwhen1tsays‘thesp1ntwhlchhesenttohvemuswantsusforhmaself
to us, as scripture says: God opposes p,
to the humble. «Give in to God, then: resist the
-ThenearayougotoGod,themarerhe
. and clear your minds, you:
be

adulterouam;" don'tyourealisethatmahng
ho chooses the world

the proud but he gives generously

will come to you. Clean your hands, you sinn

beforethelnrdandhewillhftyouup.,_- I S

Brothers, do- not slander one another, Awone who slanders a hrotlm' or
mdemnshm,mspmhngagainstthelawandwndmmngthel.aw.mnfm
condemnthclaw,youhavestoppedkemsltaadbecemamdgeom!t.

_Therelsonlyonelawglvet‘andhelstheonlymdmandhasthepowertoaeqmt

or to sentence. Who are you to glve a vudlct on yout nelghbour?f

tmmmmmammmhmmm

that & human being can earn salvation without having

faith in Christ, since such a reliance on sclf-mado

| .Wwaumummwmﬂmmm

. R 13:8-10; Ga 5:14, It is perfectly trus, however, that

of mredeemed man, Rm 1:18-3:20; Ga 3:22, and
would make faith In Christ superfluous, Ga2:17;
@m:lﬁ.mmmmmmmm-
whohlbmmadcholyhvmmmahowmm
by actually loving, Ga5:6:cf. 1 Th1:3; 2 Th 1:115
Phm 6, and in this way obeying the Law, Rm 8:4;:.
ie. the Law or commandment of Christ and his Spirit,
Gaﬁﬂ.nms.zmnthemmandmtwm

hmwmmmuuthnrﬂﬂ.lminl

different context and under differemt circumstances

mmmammamm
g. Lit. ‘it is dead by itsclf”.

. The same opponeats as in vv. 14 and 16,
§. Var. (Vulz) “dead’, ¢ vv. 17and 26, |
§. Unlike most Jews, James docs not consider

- Abraham’s faith (trust in God) as constituting a ‘good

deed’ in itself; however closcly he relates the two things,

James makes a clear distinciion between having faith

mddoinswmhlnsnamltotmmth.
” K. ‘messengers’;. Var, ‘apdu' d.Hebll.sl.
3 a. Var. (Vulg.)You’. - :
b. Lit. ‘Now if (var. 'Beholdﬂ.!it.ht.ﬁnm

W
O.T., Gn 12:3; 27.29.Nb23 11 24.9.10:8.34»
_ mvmmwmmm

. swhereas the wisdom that comes down ,,1

IOHH

e

1Pa211

1
66:8”

l‘?ln 2.%‘ ‘I‘I

Gn2.'7
lPSS-D

611

L8
mzs.u

Lv 19:6
Mt (E 1-3

ﬁ‘fiﬁ%

fmmﬁﬂmmcmu'hmmhm-

4 a. Mmaﬁwuanﬂaﬂm(omr)?oumwm .
mﬂm’thaw.wummﬁommdwmofm S
go to war’). ‘War’hucismtﬂwinmmlsph'lum ot
giruggle of & Christian, of. Rm7:23; 1 P21, and it - .
seems to be more than just a heated argument between

mﬁmnmwmmwwm |

of Israel the unfaithfiil wife of Yahweh

b, Lit. ‘You adulteresses, don’t you know ﬂuu L
friendship of the world is enmity of God?” The imagery
is traditional = .

i the-O.T., Ho 1:2-F, . Mt 12:397 Mk 8:38;2 Co11:2.

c. unmspirtthehumdewdwdlmmm
for our love’: or *he yearns intensely over the spirit
hﬁhasmdotqdweninm' This text, now lost, scems

" to have inspired Rm 8:26-27 as well, It is because God

has shared his Spirit with us, that we want what God
mmmcodmmmmmd.mus:
19-20; Jn 14:13+.

4, CY. Is 32:11f; Mi2:4:)c 4.131.ch1:21'.

'@, Var. *There is only one: the lawgiver.

f. Lit. Andwmmmmmhdﬂnsm-

" neighbour? cf. 2:4. To believe yourself qualified to

iudw(ﬂpunish)andshbuurbtuhthemldmmh
Moﬂme.Rmz.l | | | |
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A warning for the rich and the self-confident

244  Here is the answer for those of you who talk like this: “Today or tomorrow, ,,
%20 we are off to this or that town; we are going to spend a year there, trading, and
make some money’. «You never know what will happen tomorrow: you are no
142+ more than a mist that is here for a little while and then disappears. «The most ,
ac1821 you should ever say is: “If it is the Lord’s will, we shall still be alive to do thisor
1Jn2:16+ that’. «-But how proud and sure of yourselves you are now! Pride of this kind j3
always wicked. <Everyone who knows what is the right thing to do and doesn’t |,
-do it commits a sin.
Lk 6:24 Now an answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the miseries that are ,
coming to you. «Your wealth is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by ,
1221312 moths. «All your gold and your silver are corroding away, and the same corrosion ;
prr{%2% will be your own sentence, and eat into your body. It was a burning fire that you
Lv19:43 Stored up as your treasure for the last days.® «Labourers mowed your fields, and 4
Dt24:14-15 you cheated them—listen to the wages that you kept back, calling out; realise
Bx22:22 that the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. »«On earth s
you have had a life of comfort and luxury; in the time of slaughter® you went
Ws210-20 on eating to your heart’s content. «It was you who condemned the innocent and
killed them; they offered you no resistance.

A final exhortation
lqogggg} Now be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how 1
D¢ i1:14 patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it has had the autumn
Mt24:33p rains® and the spring rains! +You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, s
2Co6:21 because the Lord’s coming will be soon. «Do not make complaints against one ¢
another, brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judgeis
already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in sub- 10
Mt5:11-120 mitting with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord;
12-3.12 remember it is those who had endurance that we say are the blessed ones. You 1
Jb42:10-17 have heard of the patience of Job, and understood the Lord’s purpose, realising - -
Ps103:8 that the Lord is kind and compassionate.
S15:10;  Above all, my brothers, do not swear by heaven or by the earth, or use any 1
Mt 53437 oaths at all. If you mean “yes’, you must say ‘yes’; if you mean ‘no’, say ‘no’.
Otherwise you make yourselves liable to judgement.
If any one of you is in trouble, he should pray; if anyone is fecling happy, he
Te1:54+ should sing a psalm. «If one of you is ill, he should send for the elders
Mk 613 of the church, and they must anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord? and
Ac316+ pray over him. «The prayer of faith will save the sick man and the Lord will raise 1
Gni81¢ him up again; and if he has committed any sins, he will be forgiven. «So confess
Pr28:134 your sins to one another, and pray for one another, and this will cure you;® the
LIn 1810 heartfelt” prayer of a good man works very powerfully. +Elijah was a human ¢
fe 5t being like ourselves—he prayed hard for it not to rain, and no rain fell for

1k423 three-and-a-half years; «then he prayed again and the sky gave rain and the earth

gave crops. .
MUg1s My brothers, if one of you strays away from the trath, and another brings ¥

him back to it,«he may be sures that anyone who can bring back a sinner from #
Pc10:12 ¢he wrong way that he has taken will be saving a soul from death and covering
up a great number of sins.

& a. Eschatologically the misfortunes of the rich Lord.andfnrthemoaeofhdpmmesicku?
will be apparcnt only at the Judgement, 5:7-9. We forsiﬁnstheirsins.mtheoﬂsinofthecmrchl
however are already living in the last days, cf. 2 Co 6: ‘sacrament of the sick’ (or Holy Unction), was endorsed
2+, by the Council of Treat. __
b. Not a reference to Judgement day, but to the e. This mutual comfession and prayer for cach
extreme violence to which, once, the innocent had om.mmawnzonﬁmmmdaﬁonsmm
been subjected, v. 6, while the rich were living at case, sick, v. 15, are here urged on all Christians. Nothing
v. 5. special however may be deduced about sacramental
¢. ‘rains”, var. ‘frnits”, confession.
d. Om. ‘of the Lord’, The traditioa that these {, Var, (Vulg.) ‘assiduous’,
prayers and this anointing with odl in he name of (bo g. Var. ‘you can be sure’,

[y
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ersec te you;? sin this way vou ~,.-;TI; SO0 I Lath

‘causes Tiis s to rise on bad men as well as M rain to fﬂu on hones o5t 2.2

. and dishonest men alike you love those WhoO ve ‘you, what right have ",:;'
" you to c.lmm any mdlt? Bm me tax collecimfdo as much, do they aot?:-And "r.i:éms
if you save your greetings for your brotbm. am you dmns anrsﬂms emapumal?m, Tne

. Bven the Dagans do as much do sb-therslore e norfectJust as &ﬁ*‘l
TR s L A 15 4




