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igi . Buckenmeyer Philosophy of Oriental Religions R. Bu y 

This letter of St. John is the classic one to deliniate the difference between theolo ical 
main stream Lutheran/Calvazistic Protestantism and Catholic Christianity. Jo 2 ne Kes Faith - 
that "faith without good works" is dead. However, if human nature is corrupt and onl) 
Jesus Christ can justify (or effect the salvation) “137 1 JOHN 502 ; of a Christian, then humans can not perform good while we are living in darkuess, works. , we are lying because we are not living the truth. 

7 But if we live our lives in the light, 1 John as he is in the light, 
we are in union with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN purifies us from all sin: 

First condition: break with sin 
INTRODUCTION If we say we have no sin in us, 

we are deceiving ourselves The incarnate Word and refusing to admit the truth; : : . . . 
ba but if we acknowledge our sins, 

1 i| Something which has existed since the beginning, then God who is faithful and just that we have heard, 
. 

will forgive our sins and purify us 

and we have seen with our own eyes; 
from everything that is wrong. g 

. 

that we have watched 
10 To say that we have never sinned and touched with our hands: 

sae 

is to call God a liar the Word, who is life— and to show that his word is not in us. this is our subject, 
2 That life was made visible: 1 I am writing this, my children, we saw it and we are giving our testimony, 

to stop you sinning; telling you of the eternal life 
but if anyone should sin, which was with the Father and has been made visible we have our advocate with the Father, to us. 
Jesus Christ, who is just; 8 What we have seen and heard 2 he is the sacrifice that takes our sing away, we are telling you 
and not only ours, : so that you too may be in union with us, 
but the whole world’s, } with the Father Fecond condition: keep the commandments, especially the i and with bis Son Jesus Christ, 

aw of love * We are writing this to you to make our own joy com- ; * We can be sure that we know God plete. , only by keeping his commandments. i 
4 Anyone who says, “I know him,” | 

and does not keep his commandments, I, WALK IN THE LIGHT is a liar, j — refusing to admit the truth. i 5 This is what we have heard from him, 5 But when anyone does obey what he has said, ‘ and the message that we are announcing to you: God’s love comes to perfection in him. God is light; there is no darkness in him at all. oo We can be sure 8 If we say that we are in union with God? that we are in God 
6 only when the one who claims to be living in him 

is living the same kind of life as Christ lived, 
My dear people, 

1 a. In the translation, “God” or “Christ” has been used in sev- : eral places, where the Greck has a simple pronoun, in order to . id make the writer's meaning clear, 
, 
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1 JOHN 2:15 
this is not a new commandment that I am writing to 

tell you, , 
but an old commandment 
that you were given from the beginning, 
the original commandment which was the message 

brought to you. 
Yet in another way, what I am writing to you, 
and what is being carried out in your lives as it was 

in his, 
is a new commandment; 
because the night is over 
and the real light is already shining, 
Anyone who claims to be in the light 
but hates his brother 
is still in the dark. 
But anyone who loves his brother is living in the light 
and need not be afraid of stumbling; ‘ 
unlike the man who hates his brother and is in the 

darkness, 
not knowing where he is going, 
because it is too dark to see. 

Third condition: detachment from the world 
12z 

13 

a4 

16 

I am writing to you, my own children, 
whose sins have already been forgiven through his 

name; 

I am writing to you, fathers, 
who have come to know the one 
who has existed since the beginning: 
I am writing to you, young men, 
who have already overcome the Evil One; 
T have written to you, children, 
because you already know the Father; 
I have written to you, fathers, 
because you have come to know the one 
who has existed since the beginning; 
T have written to you, young men, 
because you are strong and God’s word has made its 

home in you, 
and you have overcome the Evil One, 
You must not love this passing world 
or anything that is in the world. 
The love of the Father cannot be 
in any man who loves the world, 

2:16 

16 

17 

1 JOHN 504 

because nothing the world has to offer 
—the sensual body, 
the lustful eye, 
pride in possessions— 
could ever come from the Father 
but only from the world; 
and the world, with all it craves for, 
is coming to an end; 
but anyone who does the will of God 
remains for ever, 

Fourth condition: be on guard against the enemies of 
Christ 

18 

1B 

21 

22 

23 

Children, these are the last days: 
you were told that an Antichrist must come, 
and now several antichrists have already appeared; 
we know from this that these are the last days. 
Those rivals of Christ came out of our own number, 

but they had never really belonged; 
if they had belonged, they would have stayed with us; 
but thcy left us, to prove that not one of them 
ever belonged to us. 
But you have been anviaoted by the Holy One, 
and have all received the knowledge. 
It is not because you do not know the truth that I am 

writing to you 
but rather because you know it already 
and know that no lie can come from the truth. 
The man who denies that Jesus is the Christ— 
he is the liar, 
he is Antichrist; 
and he is denying the Father as well as the Son, 
because no one who has the Father can deny the Son, 
and to acknowledge the Son is to have the Father as 

well, 
Keep alive in yourselves what you were taught in the 

beginning: 
as long as what you were taught in the beginning is 

* alive in you, 
you will live in the Son 
and in the Father; 
and what is promised to you by his own promise 
is eternal life. 
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who are trying to lead you astray. 0 , ; vil, 27 But you have not lost the anointing that he gave you, since the devil was a sinner from the beginning, 
and you do not need anyone to teach you; It was to undo all that the devil has done 
the anointing he gave teaches you everything; : that the Son of God appeared. ; 
you are anointed with truth, not with a lie, ae one vibe has been begotten. by go sins; 
and as it has taught you, so you must stay in him, ecause God's seed remains inside . 28 Live in Christ, then, my children, . he cannot sin when he has been begotten by God. 
so that if he appears, we may have full confidence, 
and not turn from him in shame Second condition: keep the commandments, especially the 
at his coming. law of love . { 

29 You know that God is righteous— ; 10 In this way we distinguish the children of God 
then you must recognize that everyone whose life is : from the children of the devil: 

righteous : anybody not living a holy life 
has been begotten by him, and not loving his brother 

is no child of God's. 
11 ‘This is the message i H. LIVE AS GOD’S CHILDREN as you heard it from the beginning: | 

that we are to love one another; 1 Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 12 not to be like Cain, who belonged to the Evil One by letting us be called God’s children; and cut his brother’s throat; 1 and that is what we are. cut his brother's throat simply for this reason, i Because the world refused to acknowledge him, that his own life was evil and his brother lived a good { therefore it does not acknowledge us. . life, i 2 My dear people, we are already the children of God 13 You must not be surprised, brothers, when the world but what we are to be in the future has not yet been hates you; { revealed; 14 we have passed out of death and into life, i all we know is, that when it is revealed and of this we can be sure we shall be like him because we love our brothers, because we shall see him as he really is. 15 If you refuse to love, you must remain dead; 
eae . 

to hate your brother is to be a murderer, First condition: break with sin ; and murderers, as you know, do not have eternal life 8 Surely everyone who entertains this hope in them. must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ. 16 This has taught us love~ £ Anyone who sins at all that he gave up his life for us: breaks the law, and we, too, ought to give up our lives for our brothers. | because to sin is to break the law. ; 7 If a man who was rich enough in this world’s goods ' 5 Now you know that he appeared in order to abolish sin, ; saw that one of bis brothers was in need, : and that in him there is no sin; ; . but closed his heart to him, i 6 anyone who lives in God docs not sin, how could the love of God be living in him? and anyone who sins 18 My children, i has never seen him or known him, our love is not to be just words or mere talk, ! 1 My children, do not Iet. anyone lead you astray: but something real and active; : to live a holy life 10 only by this can we be certain 
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1 JOHN 4:6 

that we are children of the truth - 
and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence, 
whatever accusations it may raise against us, 
because God is greater than our conscience and he 

knows everything. 
My dear people, 
if we cannot be condemned ‘by our own conscience, 
we need not be afraid in God’s presence, 
and whatever we ask him, 
we shall receive, 
because we keep his commandments 
and live the kind of life that he wants. 
His commandments are these: 
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and that we love one another 
as he told us to. 
Whoever keeps his commandments 
lives in God and God lives in him. 
We know that he lives in us 
by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Third condition: be on guard against the encmies of Christ 
aud against the world 

It is not every spirit, my dear people, that you can 
trust; 

test them, to sec if they come from God; 
there are many false prophets, now, in the world. 
You car tell the spirits that come from God by this: 
every spirit which acknowledges that Jesus the Christ 

. has come in the flesh 
is from God; 
but any spirit which will not say this of Jesus 
is not from God, 
but is the spirit of Antichrist, 
whose coming you were warned about. 
Well, now he is here, in the world. 
Children, 
you have already overcome these false prophets, 
because you are from God and you have in you 
one who is greater than anyone in this world; 
as for them, they are of the world, 
and so they speak the language of the world 
and the world listens to them. 
But we are children of Gad, 

4:7 
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1 JOHN 508 

and those who know God listen to us; 
those who are not of God refuse to listen to us. 
This is how we can tell . 
the spirit of truth from the spirit of falsehood, 

Il. LOVE AND FAITH 

My dear people, 
let us love one another i 
since love comes from Go 
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows 

God. 
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, 
because God is love. 
God’s love for us was revealed 
when God sent into the world his only Son 
so that we could have life through him; 
this is the love I mean: . 
not our love for God, ; 
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son 
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 
My dear people, 
since God has loved us so much, 
we too should love one another. 
No one has ever scen God; 
but as long as we love one another 
God will live in us 
and his love will be complete in us. — 
We can know that we are living in him 
and he is living in us . 
because he Icts us share his Spirit. 
We ourselves saw and we testify . 
that the Father sent his Son \ 
as savior of the world. ; 
lf anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God lives in him, and he in God. 
We ourselves have known and put our faith in 
God’s love toward ourselves. 
God is love i, 
and anyone who lives in love lives in God, 
and God lives in him. 
Love will come to its perfection in us 
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1 JOHN 5:8 
when we can face the day of Judgment without fear; because even in this world 
we have become as he is, 
In love there can be no fear, 
but fear is driven out by perfect love: 
because to fear is to expect punishment, 
and anyone who is afraid is still imperfect in love. We are to love, then, 
because he loved us first. 
Anyone who says, “I love God,” 
and hates his brother, 
is a liar, ; 
since a man who does not love the brother that he 

can see 

cannot love God, whom he has never seen, 
So this is the commandment that he has given us, 
that anyone who loves God must also love his brother. 

1 5 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been begotten by God; 
and whoever loves the Father that begot him 
loves the child whom he begets. 
We can be sure that we love God's children 
if we love God himself and do what he has commanded 

us; 
this is what loving God is— 
keeping his commandments; 
and his commandments are not difficult, 
because anyone who has been begotten by God 
has already overcome the world; 
this is the victory over the world— 
our faith, 

Faith 

10 

Who can overcome the world? 
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God: ‘Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, 
not with water only, 
but with water and blood; 
with the Spirit as another witness— 
since the Spirit is the truth— 
so that there are three witnesses, 
the Spirit, the water and the blood, 
and ail three of them agree. 
We accept the testimony of human witnesses, 
but God’s testimony is much greater, 
and this is God’s testimony, 
given as evidence for his Son. 
Everybody who believes in the Son of God 
has this testimony inside him; 

5 2. The water and the bload from the side of Jesus, Jn 19:34, are hero used as figures of his “ coming” to all Christians, through the water of baptism and through his sacrificiat death, 
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and anyone who will not believe God 
is making God out to be a liar, 
because he has not trusted 
the testimony God has given about his Son. 
This is the testimony: 
‘God has given us eternal life 
and this life is in his Son; . 
anyone who has the Son has life, ; 
anyone who does not have the Son does not have life. 

Conclusion 

I have written all this to you 
so that you who bclieve in the name of the Son of God 
may be sure that you have eternal life. 

ENDING 

Prayer for sinners | 
We are quite confident that if we ask him for anything, 
and it is in accordance with his will, 
he will hear us; 
and, knowing that whatever we may ask, he hears us, 
we know that we have already been granted what we 

asked of him. . ; 
If anybody secs his brother commit a sin 
that is not a deadly sin, ; ; 
he has only to pray, and God will give life to the sinner 
—not those who commit a deadly sin; 
for there is a sin that is death, 
and I will not say that you must pray about that. 
Every kind of wrong-doing is sin, 
but not all sin is deadly. 

We know that anyone who has been begotten by God 
does not sin, 
because the begotten Son of God protects him, 
and the Evil One does not touch him. 
We know that we belong to God, ; 
but the whole world lies in the power of the Evil One. 
We know, too, that the Son of God has come, 
and has given us the power 
to know the true God. 
We are in the true God, 
as we are in his Son, Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God, 
this is eternal life. 
Children, be on your guard against false gods. 
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He who comes after me m1 
ranks before me 
because he existed before me’. 

16 Indeed, fram his fulness we have, all of us, received— Col 2: 
yes, grace in return for grace, ¢ ‘ "7 since, though the Law was given through Moses, pt 

-grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ, + Dt: 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO te “Rigce and truth have come ae 

it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father's heart, iat 
who has made him known. . is SAINT JOHN 

I. THE FIRST PASSOVER PROLOGUE 

A. THE OPENING WEEK boginni 
<3 

the Wort was with Gea Word: , The witness of Jobn : 127-81: and the Word was God. i 19 This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and 3:23: 5 He was with God in the beginning. 2 J 20 Levites frorn Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ «he not only declared, but esas Through him all things came to be, 3 21 he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ’, «Well then,’ they asked ‘are you “""" not one thing had its being but through him. 22 Elijah?’ ‘T am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?"¥ He answered, ‘No’, «So they Mijt All that came to be? had life in hime , ‘ said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those who sent us, Mi 16:1 and that life was the light of men, 23 What have you to say about yourself?’ «So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied: 

119-34 

-@ light that shines in the dark, 
& light that dariness could not overpower,¢ 
A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John.¢ 
He came as a witness, 
as a witness to speak for the light, 
80 that everyone might believe through him, 
He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 
The Word was the true light 
that enlightens all men; 
and he was coming into the world.’ 
He was in the world . 
that had its being through him, 
and the world did not know him. 
He came to his own domain 
and his own people’ did not accept him. 
But to all who did accept him 
he gave power to becomet children of God, 
to all who believe in thé name of him! 
who was* born not out of human stock 
or, urge of the flesh 
or will of man 
but of God himself. 
The Word was made flesh,» 
he lived among us," 
and we saw his glory,° . 
the glory that is his as the: ‘only Son of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 

John appears as his witness. He proclaims; 
‘This is the one of whom I said: 

1 

pty 

14 

5 

1 4, The O.T. speaks of the Word of God, and of 
his Wisdom, preacnt with God before the world was 
moade, of, Pe 8:22+3 We 7:22-+; by ic all things were 
created: {t is sent to carth to reveal the hidden designs of 
God; it rerurns to him with its work dona, Is $5:10-11; 
Pr 8:22-36; Si 24:3-22; Wa 9:9-12. On ita creative role, 
ef, also Gn 1:3,6 etc; 15 40:8,26; 44:24-28! 49:13: 
Pu 33:6; Jdt 16:14; 5142:15; on ite mission, of, Ws 18: 
14-16; Pa 107:20; 147:15+18, For John, too, 13:3: 16:28, 

the Word existed before the world in God, 1:1,2: 
S:2A+3 10:30-4; it bas come on earth, 1:9-14; 3:19: 
9:39; 12:46, cf, Mik 1:38-+, being sent by the Father, 
3:17,363 S:36,435 6:29; 7:29: 0:42; 9:7; 10:36: 11:42; 
17:3,25, cf. Lk 4:43, to pecform a teak, 4:34-+, namely, 
to deliver a mensage of salvation to tho world, 3:11-+; 
1233+; with its mission accomplished 
Father, 1:18; 7:33; @:21; 12:38; 13:3; 16:8; (7113; 

20:17, The incarnation euabied the N.T., and sepecialiy John, to see this separately and eternally existent Word+ 

b, Alternadvely, these words may be jcloed with 
the preceding ‘not ons thing ‘of all that cane to be 
had fta being but through him’, 

©. Var, ‘bo ta the life’. 
4, The Light (Goodness: the Word) cannot ba 

imprisoned by Darkness (Evil; the powers .of eviD, 
Of, TIDAL; B21; 14:30; 13:31,345 1 Jn Qed: dod 5:18, 
Others translate ‘could not understand’, 

@. John the Bapdst, Mt 3:1. 
f, Other possfblo translations "The crue Ueht, that 

which eulightens svery mad,.was coming into the 
World’, or "He (the Word) was the true lighr chat eo- 
lightens every man who comes into the world’. 

5. The ‘world’ variously moans: the comnos or this 
earth, the human race, those hostlls to God who hate 
‘Christ and his disctpfes, 7:7; 15:18,19; 17:14, This last 
sense colocides with the contemporary Jewish distinc- 
doa between ‘this world’, 8:23 and passim, dominated 
by Satan, 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 1 Jn 5:29, and ‘the world 
to come’ which possibly ida Co John’s ‘eternal 
Ufe’, 12:25. The discipies areNo remain im this world 
for the present, though not of ft, 19:11,14f, 

b. Probably the Jews, 
i. Var, ‘to be called’, 
1, "to thoss who believe in his name’ omitted by 

many of the Fathers. 
ik, Lit, ‘who was born not of blood or the wil! of 

the flesh or the will of man’, Var, (the commonly 

. 

it roouena'to the’ 

accepted reading) ‘those who are born’, ‘pot of 
Dlood...man’: the shorter reading ‘not of fiesh or 
blood’ is perhaps the original one. 

1. Allusion to tho oternal generation of the Word 
but also, as it seems, to Christ's virgin birth, cf, Mt I: 
26,18-23 and Lic 1:26-38, 

=i. The ‘fiesh' is man considered as a frail sod 
mortal being. cf. 3:6; 17:2; Gn 6:3; Pe 56:43 Is 40:6, 
Seo Rm 7:5+, 

n. Lit, ‘pitched bis tout among ns’, The incarnation 
Of the Word makes God personally and visibly present 
to menkiad; it is.no longer « presence wmecen and 
awe-inspiring as in tho Tent and Temple of the old 
ségine, Bx 25:8 +} cf, Nb 35:34, noc merely the preseues of divins Wisdom enshrined in Isrnel's Mosaic Law, 
‘81 24:7-22; Ba 3:36—4:4,. 

@. The ‘slory’ is the mantfsstarion of God's 
Presence, Bx 24:16-+, No one could ses iis brilliance 
aud live, Ex 33:20-+-, but the buman nature of the >* 
Word now screens thls glory as the cloud once did. 
‘Yet at times it pierces the veil, at the transfiguration, 
for instance, of. Lk 932,35 (alluded to in In 1:147, 
and when Josus- works miraclee—‘signs' that God is 
active in him, 2:11-+; 11:40; ef, Bx 14:24.27 and 15:7; 
16:7, The remurrection will reveal the glory fully, Ff. Ja 1735+, . 

P. ‘Grace and truth’ recalls the "grace (or ‘lovo’) 
and ‘faithfulness’ of God's self-cevelation to Bose, 
Re 34:6-+-. cf, Ho 2:16-22, 

‘\ 
a. Lo. “a grnce answering to the grace (chat is in 

Christ)” of ‘one grace (that of the New Covenant) in 
place of (another) grace (that of the Old Cornoany)’, 
As alternative translation is “grace upon grace’, 

1 Var, ‘God, only-begottea’, 
#. In Jn this usually indicates the Jewish religious 

authorities hoerile to Jerus, cf, 2:18: 5:10; 7:13; %:22; 
18:12; 19:38; 20:19, but occasionally the Jews as a 
whole. 

t. On the expected return of Blitah, seo M1 3:23.24 
and Mr 17:20-13, 

1D. From Dt 16:15,18 (eee note) the Jews argued that 
the expected Messiah would bs snother Moees (tho 
Brophst par excalance, cf, Nb 127+) who would 

Tepeat on @.pracd scale the prodigies of tho Exodus, 
CF. Jn 3:14; 6114,30-31.68; 7:40,525 1921-45 Ac 3:22-23;° 
Ti20-44; Heb 821-11, See also Mtléi4+. ~ 



13:14 JOHN 176. 

me Master and Lord, and rightly; so I am. «If I, then, the Lord and Master, 14 
193451513 have washed your feet, you should wash each other's feet.* »I have given you 15 

peas an example so that you may copy what J have done to you. 
1To 50 

‘T tell you most solemnly, . 16 
no servant is greater than his master, 

me id38 no messenger is greater than the man who sent him, 
Lk 6:40 

im 35 “Now that you know this, happiness will be yours if you behave accordingly. 17 
:70 1 am not speaking about all of you: I know the ones I have chosen; but what 18 

_ P43 sccipture says coust be fulfilled: Someone who shares my table rebels’ against me. 

1429; 164 ‘T tell you this now, before it happens, » 
so that when it does happen 

aaa you may believe that I am He.” 
‘ eee ., I tell you most solemnly, » 

whoever welcomes the one I send welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” 

mee The treachery of Judas foretold 
rien to Having said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and declared, ‘I tell you most 

solemnly, one of you will betray me’, »The disciples looked at one another, 
ace wondering which he meant. +The disciple Jesus loved was reclining next 

51+ to Jesus; «Simon Peter signed to him and said, ‘Ask who it is he means’, «s0 
leaning back on Jesus” breast he said, ‘Who is it, Lord?’ «It is the one’ replied 
Jesus ‘to whom I give the piece of bread" that I shall dip in the dish.’ He dipped 
the piece of bread and gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. »At that instant, 27 

ees after Judas had taken the bread, Satan entered him. Jesus then said, ‘What you 
E4+ are going to do, do quickly’. »None of the others at table understood the reason 

126 he said this. «Since Judas had charge of the common fund, some of them thought 
Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’, or telling him to give 
something to the poor, «As soon as Judas had taken the piece of bread he went 10 

&12+ out, Night had fallen. 
When he had gone Jesus said: . 

mre? ‘Now? has the Son of Man been glorified, 
and in him God has been glorified. 

' , If God has been glorified in him,” 
itd God will in turn glorify him in himself, 

and will glorify him very soon. 

_ Farewell discourses 
‘My little children, 

16:10 _ T shall not be with you much longer, 
sal _ You will look for me, 

: and, as I told the Jews,” 
ait . where I am going, 

_ "you cannot come.* : 
igs I give you a new commandment:! , 34 
ee love one another) 
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just as I have loved you, 
you also must love one another, 
By this love you have for one another, Ac 4:32 

35 

wifi; Simon Peter said, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus replied, ‘Where I am 16 
aes ; going you cannot follow me now; you will follow me later’. »Peter said to:him,” 37 

px 22:81:46 ‘Why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.’ »‘Lay down your sa 

177 . JOHN 14 
life for me?” answered Jesus, ‘I tell you most solemnly, before the cock cr 

. + you will have disowned me three. times. 
oo 4 1 4 Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

2 

Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; 
if there were not, I should have told you, 
1am going now to prepare a place ‘for you, 
and after I have gone and prepared you @ place, 
shall return to take you with me;* 
so that where I am 
you may be too. 

ene the way to tie piace where 1 am going. 

"Thomas said, ‘Lord, we ‘do not know where you are going, 50 how car 
know the way?’ -Jesus said: 

*{ am the Way, the Truth and the Life.¢ . 
No one can come to the Father except through me. 

me,* you know my Father too. 
Tyee eS moment chow him and have seen him.’ 

rd, Jet us seo the Father and then we shall 
* stave T been with you all this time, Philip,’ ssid Jesus to bim ‘and you st 
_not know me? 

“To have seen me is to have seen the Father, 
so how can you say, “Let us see the Father"? 

‘ 10 Do you not 
tbat I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: 
it is the Father, living in me, who js doing this work, 

it You must believe mo when I say. 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in mej 
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason. 

u ‘I tell you most solemnly, 
whoever believes in me ; 
will perforrh the same works as I do myself, 
he will perform even greater works, : 

a. 

me Lit. ‘morsel’, This perticular ‘morsel’ is sot 9, Add. “Lord’ 
Bucherist; nevertheless, @ compari err with 6:64,70 seems to show that there 14 8. The mposties aa age Deca od of 

Tod treachery. a a wot Senlal ‘wants to! ‘hair faith: thie. 
Jods’ act of rescberr, CT Ty bora, tee adas bat Oneredea ch. 1 

Sooe ¢ "8 work: Jomas spoals of 
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Judas*—this was not Judas Iscariot—said to him, 
about? Do you intend to show yourself to us and no 

: becayse I am going to the Father. 
Whatever you ask for in my name Iwill do, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If you ask for anything in my name, 
I will do it. 
If you love me you will keep my commandments.* 
I shall ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate! 
to be with you for ever, 
that Spirit of truth? 
whom the world can never receive 
since it neither sees nor knows him; 
but you know him, 
because he is with you, he is in you.* 
I will not leave you orphans; 
I will come back to you. 
In a short time the world will no longer see me; 
but you will sce me, 
because I live and you will live,! 

“On that dayTM 
you will understand that I am in my Father 
and you in me and I in you, 
Anybody who receives my commandments and keeps them 
will be one who loves me; 
and anybody who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I shall love him and show myself to him.’ 

‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word,» 
and my Father will love him, 
and we shall come to him 
and make our home with him. 
Those who do not love me do not keep my words, 
And my word is not my own: 
it is the word of the one who sent me. 
T have said these things to you ‘ 
while still with you; ‘ 
but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you eve 
aod remind you of all I have said to you,’ 
Peate? I bequeath to you, 
my own peace I give you, : 
&@ peaco the world cannot give, this is my gift to you, “Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid, 
You heard.me say: 
Tam going away, and, shail return, : _ Hf you loved me you would-have been glad to know that I am going to the’ Father, 
for the. Father is greater than [.! : 
T haye told you this now before it happens, 
so that when it does happen you may believe, _ T shall not talk with you any longer,* coe because the prince of this world is on his way, 
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‘The disctpies, however, will seca him in his risen life, 
not merely with their eyes Out with the inward vision 
of faith, 20:29, 

Phrase used ty the prophets for the occasions 

j- Var. ‘the word that you hear’, 
> 
tt. 
tr 

bave the Spirit, 14:16,173 16:7; cf, 133+. He is the 
porakletos, who intercedes with the Father, cf, t Jn 2:1, 

I79 JOHN 15:7 

: IIB ¢ He has no power over me, . 1633 but the world must be brought to know that I love the Father esse 
and that I am doing exactly what the Father told me, weep 
Come now, let us go. 

The true vine mo sas 
‘I am the true vine,* Bat ] 5 and my Father is the vinedresser. . . 
Every branch in me that bears no fruit? ae 1sas 
he cuts away, . ate 
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes. 
to make it bear even more, imo 
You are pruned already, ane 
by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 5 
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 656-57 
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, 
but must remain part of the vine, , 
neither can you unless you remain in me, 
Iam the vine, 
you are the branches. 
Whoever remains in me, with me in him, ; 
bears fruit in plenty; . Bis. 
for cut off from me you can do nothing, . tig 
Anyone who does not remain in me 
is like a branch that has been thrown away 
—he withers; Bek 19:12 
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, Beli! 
and they are burnt. : « 

7 If you remain in me 
: and my words remain in you, ; 

you may ask what you will 14:13 
and you shall get it, 13 S16 

moment vellod, 1:14+5 

commandments, especially that of love. vy. 12-17. 
Cf, Tn $37; Jr 2:21, 

4, The Greek word seems to be ceed bere in its 
asricultural sense, but it may also mean ‘clean’ or 
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It is to the glory of my Father that you sbould bear much fruit, 
and then you will be my discipies.+ 
As tho Father has loved me, 
so I haye loved you. 
Remain in my ‘love, 
If you keep my commandments 
you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and remain in his love, 
I have told you this 
so that my own joy* may be in you 
and your joy be complete. 
This ie my commandment: 
love one another, . 
as I have loved you. 
A man can have no greater love 
than to lay down his life for his friends, 

| You are my friends, 
‘df you do what I command you. 
#4 shall not call you servants any more, 

because a servant does not know 
his master’s business; 
I call you friends, 
because I have mads known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father, 
You did not choose me, 
no, I chose you; 
and I commissioned you 
to go out and to bear fruit, 
fruit that will last; 
and then the Father will give you 
anything you ask him in my name. 
What I command you 
is to love one another, 

‘If the world hates you, 
_ Temember that it hated me before you. 
If you belonged to the world, 
the world would love you as its own; 

* but because you do not belong to the world, 
* because my cholce withdrew you from the world, 

therefore the world hates you. 
Remember the words I said to you: 
A servant is not greater than his master. 
Tf they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you too; 
if they kept my word, 
they will keep yours as well. 
But it will be on my account that they will do all this, 
because they do not know the one who sent me. 
If I had not come, 
if I bad not spoken to them, 
they would have been blameless; 
but as it is they have no excuse for their sin. 
Anyone who hates me hates my Father. 
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If I bad not performed such works among them 
ag no one else has ever done, 
they would be blameless; 
but as it is, they have seen all this, 
and still they hate both mo and my Father. 
But all this was only to fulfil the words written in their Law: 
They hated me for no reason, 
When the Advocate comes, 
whom I shall send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who issues from# the Father, 
he will be my witness, : 
And you too will be witnesses, 
‘because you have been with me from the outset, 

‘IT have told you all this 
so that your faith may not be shaken.* 
They will expel you from the synagogues, 
and indeed the hour is coming 
when anyone who kills you will think be is doing a holy duty for God. 
They will do these things 
because they have never known either the Father or myself. 
But I have told you all this, 
so that when the time for it comes 
you may remember that I told you. 

The coming of the Advocate 

‘I did not tell you this from the outset, 
because I was with you; 
but now I am going to the one who sent me, 
Not one of you has asked, “Where are you going?” 
Yet you are sad at heart because I have told you this, 

* Still, I must tell you the truth: 
it is for your own good that I am going 
because unless I go, 
the Advocate will not come to youj 
but if I do go, 
I will send him to you. 

d when he comes, 
be will show the world how wrong it was, 
about sin, ° 
and about who was in the right, 
and about judgement: 
about sin; 
proved by their refusal to believe in me;? 
about who was in the right: 
proved by my going to the Father 
and your seeing me no more;* 

Mt 10-25: 
12:24-28 

D112 636 

Naked iige 2 33:19; pr 

133+ 

1426 

10+ 

as 

s Ta sils 
as 

d, Vas, ‘aad so prove to be my disciples’, In than the eternal ‘proceeding’ from the Father withia 
this way the Father ie ‘slorified in the Son’, 14:13, the Trinity, 

, 16 a, Lit, ‘yo that you may not be ‘tipped’. To Cf, 21:19, 
+ @ The perfect happiness of the messianic ere 

(. Jeeus contrasts the disctplad! love for one another 
aposties of coming irials, of, 13:19, 

with the world's hatred of them; It will be with them the Spirit will expose it. 
Qe With their Master, acd when the world persecutes 
‘them, it pervecutes Jeeus himself, Cf, Ad 9:5; Col 1:24, 

b. The weeld’s ain ie unbelief, 8:21,24,463 15:22) 

Dreeerve thelr faith from shock, Jeeves focowarns the 

¢ The Spirit will demonstrate the right of Joeus 
to the title 'Son of God’, cf. 10:33; 19:7. The ‘passing’ 
of Joeus to the Father will prove that bela God's Son, 

. 13:1¢ 20:17, because it ahows that heaven is his roo 
@. Tho sending of the Spirit into th world rather bore, 6:62, 
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about judgement: 
proved by the prince of this world being already condemned.* 
J still have many things to say to you 
but they would be too much for you now. 
But when the Spirit of truth comes 
he will lead you to the complete truth, 
since he will not be speaking as from himself 
but will say only what he has'learnt; 
and he will tell you of the things to;come."* 
He will glorify me, 
since all he tells you 
will be taken from what is mine. 
Everything the Father has is rine; 
that is why I said: 
All be tells you 
will be taken from what is mine.’ 

Jesus to return very soon 

Tn a short time you will no longer see me, ; 
and then a short time later you will see me again.’? 

Then some of his disciples said t 

‘T tell you most solemnly, 
you will be weeping and wailing 
while the world will rejoice; 
you will be sorrowful, : 
but your sorrow will turn to joy.t 
A woman in childbirth suffers, 
because her time has come; 

the Father"?. «What is this 

another what I meant by saying: 
then a short time later you will see me again. 

82 

© one another, ‘What does he mean, “In a 
short time you will no longer see me, and then a short time later you will see me 

. again” and, “I am going to 
148+ know what he means.’ «Jesus knew that 

1630 said, “You are asking one 
will no longer see me, and 

“short time”? We don’t 
they wanted to question him, 80 he 

In a short time you 

but when she has given birth to the child she forgets the suffecing’ 
in her joy that a man has been born into the world. 
So it is with you: you are sad now, 
but I shall see you again, and your hearts will be full of joy, 
and that joy no one shall take from you. 
When that day comes, 
you will not ask me any questions. 
I tell you most solemnly, 
anything you ask for from the Father - 
he will grant in my name. , 
Until now you have not asked for atiything in my name.* 
Ask and you will receive, 
and so your joy will be complete, © 
J have been telling. you all this in metaphors, 
the hour is coming 
when 1 shall no longer speak to you in metaphors} 
‘but tell you about the Father in plain words.! 
‘When that day comes 
you will ask in my pame} 
and I do not say that I shall pray to the Father for you, 
because the Father himself loves you 
for loving me 
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and believing that I came from God. 
a I came from the Father and have come into the world 

and now I leave the world to go to the Father.’ 

29 His disciples said, ‘Now you are speaking plainly and not using metaphors! 

17:6 

hil+ 

30° Now we see that you know everything, arid do not have to wait for questions to 148+ 
3% be put into words; because of this we believe that you came from. God.’ -Jesus 

answered them: 

‘Do you believe at last? 
32. Listen; the time will come—in fact it has come already-— 

when you will be scattered, each going his own way 
and leaving me alone. 
And yet I am not alone, 

33 T have told you all this 
because the Father is with me. 

so that you may find peace In me, 
In the world you will have trouble, 
but bs brave: 
I bave conquered the world,’ 

The priestly prayer of Christ? 

Y ‘TEather, the hour has come: 
glorify your Son 

And eternal life is this: , 
to know you,? 
the only true God, 

T have glorified you on earth 
and finished the work 
that you gave me to do, 

before ever the world was.’ 

1 After saying this, Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 

so that your Son may glorify you;> 
and, through the power over all mankind? that you have given him, 335+ 
let him give eternal life to all those you have entrusted to him. 

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.® 

Now, Father, it is time for you to glorify me 
with that glory I had with you” 

T have made your name* known 

8. The Spirit will reveal the sipaificance of Christ's ts still the only mextiator, cf. 10:9; 14:63 18:5: Heb 8:6, 
death: ic is the final seatance pronounced on the prince 
of this workd, 

¢. The new order of things thst is to resus from 
(Christ's deach and resurrection. . 

f, By revealing to hidden depths of the mystery 
of Jesus, the Spirit makes hia glory known. Jemus, lo 
hia turn, manifests the slory of the Father, 17:4, fom: 
whom comes everything he possesecs, 3:35: 5:22.26; 
13:3; 17:2, The Father is the source of the revelation 
communicated by the Son and brought to completion 

‘by the Spirit who in Usla way gicrifca both Sou and 
Father, There aro not thros revelations but one. 

©. A veiled reference to his approaching death aud 
seeurrection, Add. "beomuse I am going to the Farber’. 

hh. Add. ‘he spcaks of", 
i, The happiness of seeing the risen Chris after 

the sad days of his Passion, cfq20:20. ” 
J. Traditional biblical matmphor for the sufferings 

which will herald the now, messianic age. Cf, Mt24:8+, 
&, Because Jesus was not yet glorified. Cf, 14:13f. 
1, The resurrection aud the coming of the Spirit 

fosugurate the period of more perfect instruction 
which fs to ond in the vision of God ‘as be fs’, 1 Jn 3:2, 

w. Var, ‘and I shall not pray to the Father’. Jemus 
* 

‘but the dlacipies’ falth and love make them one with 
‘tbim and therefore dear ta the Father: mediation could 
pot be more perfect, 

17 ‘a. The cme for the pecrifice draws near: in this 
prayer Jerus offers himeslf and invercedes for bis dis 
ciples. ae 

D. When Jeeus asks to be ‘giorifed’, it is not in his 
own interests, cf. 7:18, 8:50, but the glory of Son and 
Parber are one, cf, 12:28; 13:31. 

es Lit. ‘al Seah’, of. 1:14, Siig 
4. To *know’ in the biblical sense, cf. 10:14-+. 
@, Hitherto the Mosaic Law had been the 

instrument of reveladon which now’ comes to man 
through Christ, : 

f. Vax. ‘the slory which was with you" or ‘the glory 
with which I was’ or ‘the giory with you’, 

§. Hithor the slory be enjoyed as the ‘pre-incarnate 
Son, or else the glory predeattasd for him from stornity 
‘by the Father; 1:34-+, 

h. Ic was Christ's mission to reveal tho ‘name’, 
Le, tho person, of the Father, 17:3-626; 12:28-+3 
YA:ToLL7 Of, 3:1143 now love for men is ‘characteristlo 
of the Father, 1-Jn 4:8,16, and he proves chia love by 
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to the men you took from the world to give me. 
They were yours and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word, 
Now at last they know 
that all you have given me comes indeed from you; 
for I have given them 
tho teaching yon gave to me, 
and they have truly accepted this,! that I came from you, 
and have believed that it was you who sent me, 
I pray for them; 
T am not praying for the world 
but for those you have given me, 
because they belong to you: 
all I have is youra ° 
and all you have is mine, 
and in them I am glorified. 

Tam not in the world any longer, 
but they are in the world, — 
and I am coming to you, 
Holy Fathes, 
keep those you have given me true to your names 
so that they may be one like us. : 
While I was with them, y 
T kept those you had given me true to your name, 
T have watched over them and not one is lost 
except the one who chose to be lost,” 
-and this was to fulfil the scriptures. 
But now I am coming to you . 
and while still in the world I say these things 
to share my joy with them to the full, 
I passed your word on to them, 
and the world hated them, 
because they belong to the world 
no more than J belong to the world. 
Tam not asking you to remove them from the world, 
but to protect them from the evil one. 
‘They do not belong to the world 
any more than I belong to the world. 
ConsecrateTM them in the truth; 
your word is truth. 
.As you sent me into the world, 
I have sent them into the world, 
and for their sake I consecrate myself* 
8o that they too may be consecrated in trath.¢ 
I pray not only for these, 
but for those also 
who through their words will believe in me. "May they’all be one. 
Father, may they be one in us, 
as you are in me and I am in you, 
so that the world may believe it was you who sent me, I have given them the glory you gave to me, 
that ‘they may be one as we are one, 
With me in them and you in ma, 
may they be so completely one : 
that the world will realise that it was you who sent ma 

to 

“4 

14 

16 

7 

185 JOHN ; 18:16 
. : and that I have loved them? as muchas you loved me. bd 
24 Father, 

I want those you have given me 
to be with me where I am, pasa 
so that they may always see the glory . Kila 
you have given me i 
because you loved me : 
before the foundation of the world, Pett, 

as Father, Righteous One, 
the world has not known you, eel 
but I have known you, , : 
and these have known 
that you have sent me, . 1+ 

% ; I have made your name known to them BS, 
and will continue to make it known, . . 
so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, . qaar 
and so that I may be in them.’ 

Cc. THE PASSION 

The arrest of Jesus . 
1 1 & Bier be bad said all this Jesus left with his disciples and ezossed the ta63 

Kedron valley. There was a garden there, and he went-into it with his bao 
2 disciples, -Judas the traitor knew the place. well, since Jesus had often met-his. 
3 disciples there, sand be brought the cohort to this place together with a detach- Bag! 

ment of guards sent by the chief priests and the Pharisees, al? with Janterns and eee 
4 torches and weapons. *Knowing everything that wes going to happen to him, 148. 
5 Jesus then came forward and.said, ‘Who are you looking for?’ «They answered, 1247+ 

‘Jesus the Nazarene’. He said, ‘I am he’. Now Judas the traitor was. standing 
6 among them, «When Jesus said, ‘I am he’, they moved back and fell to the ground, &4+ 
7 He asked them a second time, ‘Who are you looking for?’ They said, ‘Jesus the 
8 Nazarene’. «‘I have told you that I am he’ replied Jesus, ‘If. I am the one you 
9 are looking for, let these others go.’ +This was to fulfil the words he had spoken, 

‘Not one of those you'gave me bavel lost’. 694 10: 
10 __ Simon Peter, who carried a sword, drow it and wounded the:high priest’s ser- sa:56 
41 vant, cutting off his right.car. The servant's name was Malchus. Jesus said to 

Peter, ‘Put your sword back;in its scabbard; am I not to drink the cap that the he 
Father has given me?’ nal 

Jesus before Annas and Calaphas, Peter disowns him 
ta ‘The. cohort and its captain and the Jewish guards seized Jesus.and bound 
is him, *They took him first to Annas, becuuse Annas was the father-in-law of L023 
14 Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, «It was-Caiaphas who had euggested. 1150 

to the Jews, ‘It is better for one man to die for the people’. : 
15 Simon Peter, with another disciple,» followed Jesus. This disciple, who was i 
16 known to the high priest, went with Jesus into the high priest's palace, »but nice 

Gelivering uD bis only Son, 3:16-18; 1 Jn 4:9,10,14,163 tm. The verb moans Hterally: to set aside for, dod 
of. Rm 8:32; it follows that men mst belleve thar cate to, God: to ‘sanctify’ (in the original sexe ‘of 
Jonna fs the Son, 3:13, if they are to appreciate thia the word), of. Ac 913+. 
lore, of, 1 Ja 2:23; Jn 20:34, and thos ‘know’ the Jepas offers lizaself in sacrifice for his followers. Father, 0. Dedicated to God's worship ‘in spirit and 

i, Add. ‘acd have known’, Also translated truth’, 
‘they have givén them true welcome because I came 
from you’, p. Var, ‘that you bave loved cham", 

3. Lit, "Keep those tn your name whom (var, 18 a. A detachment from ‘the Roman.gerrtion in which) have given me’, So also in ¥, 12. Joruealen. : ke Ene the 250 of perdition'’, * b. Brobebly the ‘disciple’ of 20:2%, “whoni' Jesus 
L Or ‘from ovil’, cf, Mt 6:13. loved’, the cvangolist himself, ° 



THE LETTER OF 

JAMES 
Address and greetings 

Aci2rt 1 From James, servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. Greetings* to the 1 
1511 L twelve tribes of the Dispersion.” 

Trials a privilege 

Mah My brothers, you will always have your trials but, when they come, try to treat 2 
Heb i211 them as a happy privilege; -you understand that your faith is only put to the 3 
Rm5:3-5 test to make you patient, -but patience too is to have its practical results* so that 4 

Mt5#8_ you will become fully-developed, complete, with nothing missing. 
1e3% If there is any one of you who needs wisdom, he must ask God, who 5 
We sue gives to all freely? and ungrudgingly; it will be given to him. »But he must ask 6 

izlp with faith, and no trace of doubt, because a person who has doubts is like the 
155720 waves thrown up in the sea when the wind drives. That sort of person, in two J 

minds, wavering between going different ways, must not expect that the Lord 
will give him anything. 

32 9:22-23 It is right for the poor brother to be proud of his high rank,* eand the rich fy 
one to be thankful that he has been humbled, because riches last no longer than 

1s40:6-1 the flowers in the grass; the scorching sun comes up,f and the grass withers, the 11 
flower falls; what looked so beautiful now disappears. It is the same with the rich 
man: his business goes on; he himself perishes. 

bn1z12 ~=Happy the man who stands firm when trials come. He has proved himself, 12 
Ws 515-16 and will win the prize of life, the crown that the Lord’ has promised to those who 
100%25+ love him. 

Temptation 

abii’g Never, when you bave been tempted, say, ‘God sent the temptation’; God 1s 
1251033 cannot be tempted to do anything wrong, and he does not tempt anybody. 

Rm 710, Everyone who is tempted is attracted and seduced by his own wrong desire, 14 

MMiZ!1 Make no mistake about this, my dear brothers: -it is all that is good, 1§ 
everything that is perfect, which is given us from above; it comes down” from the 

in8:124, Father of all light; with him there is no such thing as alteration, no shadow of a 
WHIZ 3 change. “By his own choice he made us his children by the message of the truth’ 18 

True religion 

Pr1019: Remember this, my dear brothers: be quick to listen but slow to speak and 19 
4G81 tow ta remae vour temper: «God’s righteousness is never served by man’s anger; 20 
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and submit to the word which has been planted in you and can save your souls, 323:11+ 
22 But. you must do what the word tells you, and not just listen. to it and deceive MiZ2¢-27e 
23 yourselves.*To listen to the word and not obey is like looking at your own features { ee 
2 in a mirror and then, after a quick look, going off and immediately forgetting ~~ 
25 what you looked like. «But the man who looks steadily at the perfect law of 

freedom* and makes that his habit—not listening and then forgetting, but actively 
putting it into practice—will be happy in all that he does. 

Nobody must imagine that he is religious while he still goes on deceiving 
himself and not keeping control over his tongue; anyone who does this ‘has the 32 
wrong idea of religion. «Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of God our Father’ 
is this: coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need it, and keeping Bx2221+ 
oneself uncontaminated by the world. ; 

My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord,* 
with the making of distinctions between classes of people. «Now suppose a man 

comes into. your synagogue,” beautifully dressed and with a gold ring on, and at 
the same timé'a poor:man comes in, in shabby clothes, eand you take notice of the 
well-dressed man, and say, ‘Come this way to the best seats’; then you tell the 
poor man, ‘Stand over there’ or “You can sit on the floor by my foot-rest’, »Can’t 
you see that you have used two- different ‘standards in your. mind, and turned 
yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that? : 

Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor according to the world 
that God chose, to be rich in faithe and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he 
promised to those who love him. «In spite of this, you have no respect for anybody 
who is poor. Isn’t it always the rich who are against you? Isn’t it always their 
doing when. you are dragged before the court? «Aren’t they the ones who insult 
the honourable name to which you have been dedicated?4 +Well, the right thing 
to do is to keep the supreme law of scripture: you must love your neighbour as 
yourself; «but as-soon as you make distinctions between classes of people, you are 
committing sin, and under condemnation for breaking ‘the Law. 

You see, if a man keeps the whole of the Law, except for one small point 
at which he-fails, he is still guilty-of breaking it all. «It was the same person who 
said, ‘You must not commit adultery’ and.‘You must not kill’, Now if you commit 
murder, you do not have to commit adultery as well to become a breaker of the 

Ps 19:7 
Mt 5:17 
$n 13:17 
Keun. 7.12; 6: 

1545 8:2 

26 

27 

10 

1 

1 a. Lit; Be Joyful’ or Rejoice’, 3 normal Greek ‘4. Lit, ‘He deliberately teemed us forth by a word of 
. greeting. ‘Happy privilege’ v.:2 (lit, ‘ail joy: deem. it’) truth’, ‘This ‘word of truth’ is everything God has 

és in Greek a pun on the greeting formula.. : revealed to the human race, it is also called the law of 
b. In O.T, days the ‘Dispersion’ (diaspora) was used freedom or the supreiie Law, cf, 1:21-25; 2:8. 

- to descetbe the Jews who had emigrated from their ‘ : 
country, cf, Ps.147:2; Jdt 5:19;. cf. In7:35.. Here the 
reference is (Othe Jewish Christians living: in’ the 

c, James, in the: tradition of the Jews, belleves.the 
essence of religion is tts’ practical ‘value’ fn ections, 
hai4t, ; Pes 

diy " 

ec 3e' a theme of the O.T. that the poor, 

k. This reflects the Jewish concept of human 
freedom. ss flowing trom: obedience to the Law; Paul, 
however, had a different.concept of Christian freedom. 
fas ‘something flowing from the Christian’s release 

we from otiedience to the Law, cf, Rm 6:15-+; 7:1+. 
- 7. C£, Mt 6:9; .1.Co 15:24; Ep 5:20, The O.T. uses 

the phrase in Dt 32:6; cf. Is 63:16; Si 23:1,4; Ws 2:16. 
2 a. Lit. ‘our Lord Jesus Christ of glory’, cf. 1 Co 2: 

ef. Zp 2:3-+-, will be rewarded, 1 S 2:7-83 Ps 72:4,12, etc... 
arkd this tiene is developed in the gospels, cf. Lk 1:52, 

kingdam of ‘heaven. This privilege of the poor is 
secogniieed. in. the early Church; it is‘ barred to the 
rich unless they reduce themselves to the same humble 
state, cf. Mt 53+. 

f. Or ‘As soon as the sun, with a scorching wind’. 

bh. Om..(Vet. Lat.) “from above’. 
4. Lit. “the Father of the lights’, ie. the maker of 

the stars, Gn 1:14-18, and ‘source of spiritual light, © 
cf, 1 P 2:9; 1 Jo 1:5. The imagery following this phrase 
is suggested by astronomy. Var. ‘no such thing as 
alteration du6.t0.the movement of a shadow’. 

8+. 
b. James is writing to Jewish Christians: it is 

possible. they may. even have still been attending 
Jewish synagogues, or.it may be his word for the 
Christian ‘assembly’ for liturgical services. 

e. Le. poor in money, rich in faith, cf. 1:9-+3 
this letter is not concerned to advocate social reform 
since it emphasises that the poor already have the 
truest wealth. 

you (or; that you bear)’. In the O.T. the name of 
‘Yatwweh pronounced over someone. dedicated him to 
the divine protection, Am.9:12;. Is. 43:7; Jr 149. In the 
NT. the only means of salvation is the name of Jesus 
invoked, 6g. at baptism, Ac 2:21-++-. 
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: ~ Law. «Talk and behave like people who aré going to ‘be judged bythe law. of 12 Meg 3s: freedom, »because there:will be judgement: without:mercy for those. who. have 13 

Rs: Pot been merciful themseives;* but the merciftl need have no fear of judgement. Re cis 
. Faith and good works - 

Take the case, my brothers, of someone who has never done # single good 14 
6 act but claims that he has faith. Will that faith save him? -If-one of the brothers 15 

10133 or_one of the sisters ‘is in neéd: of clothes and has not enough-food to live on, 
47:28 and one of you says to them, ‘I wish’ you. well; keep: yourself ‘warm. and 16 

eat plenty’, without giving them these bare necessities of life, then: what good is . 
~: that? »Faith is like that: if good: works do not go with it,'itis quite dead.¢ «17 

This isthe way to talk to people of that. kind:* ‘You say-you have faith and E 1s 
have good deeds; I will prove to you that I have faith by showing you my good © 
deeds—now you prove to me that you have faith without any 266d:déeds to show. 

Mt&29+ You believe in the one God—that is creditable enough; but.the demons have the 19 
same belief, and they tremble with fear. «Do realise, you senseless man, that faith 20 

Rm4i+ without good deeds. is useless.t «You surely know that Abraham our father was 21 
H\33 justified by his deed, because he offered his son Isaac:on the altar? »'There you seo 23 

it: faith and deeds were working together; his faith became perfect by what he did. 
$156 This is what scripture geally means wher it says: Abraham put-his faith in God, 23 

Ga36o and this was counted ax making him justified; and that is why he was called ‘the, 
friend of God’. 

mitt - You see now that it is by doing something good, and not only by believing, 2 
that a man_is justified. «There is another example of the :same:kind: Rahab the 25 

showed them a different way to leave.. «A: body dies when it is separated from the 2s 
_ Spirit, and in the same way faith is dead if it is separated from good deeds. 

Uncontrolled language 
Mi 42-965 Only a few of you, my brothers, should be tachory bearing in mind thet 1 

10 mast those of us* who:teach:.caa expecta. stricter judgement: - ois After all, every-one of us does something wrong, over and over again; ‘the a 
1331092 , ooly man who could:reach perfection would-be somieorie who never said anything - 

apt wrong--he would he able .to control-every part of himself, «Once? we put'a bit s 
into the horse’s mouth, to. make it.do what we want, we have the whole animal 
under our control. «Or think of ships: no matter how big they are, even if a gale « 
is driving them, the man at the helm can steer them anywhere he likes by 
controlling a tiny rudder. «So is the tongue only.a tiny part of the body, but it can 5 
proudly claim that it does great things. Think how small a flame can set. fire toa 

or idSz"* huge forest; +the tongue is a flame like that. Among all the parts of the body, the 6 
ee tongue is a whole wicked world jn itgelf:* it thifécté tt whole body; ‘catching fixe. 
Mists itself from hell, it sets fire.to the whole wheel of creation.4«Wild animals and birds, 7 
Gn 1:26; yeptiles and fish can all be tamed by man, afiif Often dre; *but nobody can tame the s 

_ Paltees tongue—it is a pest that. will not keep still, full of deadly poison. *We use it to 9 
Ga127+ Biess'thie Lord and Father,* but we also use it to curse men who are made in God’s. 

image: the blessing and. the curse come out of the same mouth.’-My brothers, 10 
F429 this must be wrong—edoes any water supply give a flow of fresh water and salt, 11 
Mt?7:16 water out of .the.same pipe? +Can a fig tree give you olives, my brothers, or a’ 12 

Vine give Bisa? No.moge-can sea sinie Give you fests water. me 

Ep 4:1-2 “If ther$ afe aiiy wise or learned men among you, let thona show it by their good 13 
livés, with huniitity and wisdom in their actions. +But if at’ heart you have the 14 
bitterness of jealousy, ora self-seeking ambition, never. make any.claims for 
yourself or cover up the truth with lies —-principles of this kind are not’ 1s 

2¢9 1:12 the wisdom that comes down from above: they are only earthly; ‘animal ‘and 
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‘s.want is because you don’t pray for it; ewhen 

4. 

5 for his friend turns himself into God's. enemy. 
is wrong when it says: the spirit which he sent 

6 alone?* -But he has been even more generous 
the proud but he gives generously to the humble. 

from you. The nearer you go‘to God, the nearer he i 7 

3 

399 

devilish. *Wherever you find jealousy 
wicked things of every, kind being. done 
from 
and 

peace, sow the seeds which 

4 

satisfy; so you. fight to get your way 

nsiderate;? it is full 
trace of partiality or hypocrisy 

"is because you have not prayed properly, 
your own de: 

You. are as 

JAMES 

and ambition, you. find disharmony,.and 

above is essentially something pure; it ¢ k 
of compassion and shows itself, 

will bear fruit in holiness. 

unfaithful as adulterous, wives;? 

comes down 
it also makes for peace, and is kindly 

by doing good; nor is 
when they: work for 

swhereas the wisdom that 

in it, -Peacemakers, 

Where do thesé wars and battles between yourselves first start? Inn't it precisely 
in the desires fighting inside your om 

‘by force.* Why you don’t have what, you: 
selves? «You want somethi 
You have an ambition that you canhot 

you do pray and don’t get it, it 
you have prayed for something to indulge 

‘the world your friend is making God your enemy? Anyone who chooses the world 

devil, and he will run.away 
will come to you. Clean your bands, you sinners, and. ch 

to live in us wants us for himself 
to us, as scripture says: God opposes 

+Give in to God, then; resist the 

your minds, you 

9 waverers. *Look at your wretched condition, and weep. for.it.in misery; be 
10 miserable instead of laughing, gloomy instead 

before the Lord and he will lift you up. 
of happy.4. «Humble yourselves 

Brothers, do. not slander one. another. Anyone who slanders.a brother, or 
condemns him, is speaking against the Law and condemning the Law. But if you 
condemn the Law, you have stopped keeping it and become a judge over, it. 
There is only one lawgiver* and he is the only judge.and has the power to acquit 
or to sentence. Who are you to give a verdict on your neighbour?/ 

f. The different points of view.of James. and Paul, 
Rm 3:20-31; Ga 2:16; 3:2,5,11f; Ph 3:9, are not wholly 
fereconcilable, Paul is aucious to rule out the view 

faith in Christ, since such a reliance on self-made 
sanctity would be contradicted by the radical sinfuiness 
of unredeemed man, Rm 1:18-3:20; Ga 3:22, and 
‘would make faith in Christ superfluous, Ga 2:17; 
cf. Rv 1:16-+-. But Paul does. not deny. that the saint 
‘who has been made holy by srace must show his faith 
by actually loving, Ga 5:6; cf. 1 Th 1:3; 2 Th 1:11; 

ie. the Law or commandment of Christ and his Spirit, 
Ga 62; Rm 8:2, which is the commandment to love, 
Rn 188-10; Ga 5:14, It is peafeotly trus, however, that 
in ogder to teach the same truth as Paul, James in a 
different ‘context and under different. circumstances 

way from Paul. 
g. Lit, ‘it is dead by itscif”. 
h. The same opponents as in wv. 14 and 16. 
i. Var. (Vulg,) “dead’, cf. vv. 17 and 26. 

Abraham’s faith (trust in God) as constituting a ‘good 
deed’ in itself: however closely he relates the two things, 
James makes a clear distinction between having faith 
and doing something as‘a result of that faith. 

~ Ie, ‘messengers’; Var. ‘apices’, cf. Heb 11:31. 
3 a. Var. (Vulg.)“You". 

b. Lit. ‘Now if (var. Behold’ as, lit, inv. 4) we pat 
bits into horses’ mouths’. 

e. Lit, ‘the tongue... is the kosmos of wickedness’ 
Le. ‘it is the world of wickedness’, of: sitematively 

‘d, Lit. inflaming the wheel (var. coarse) of nature’ 
Ge. of the world) ‘and being inflamed by Gehenna’, - 

. ‘Lord and Father’, var, (Vuig.) ‘God and 

f. The antithesis. “bless-curse’ is common in the 
” OLF., Gn 12:3; 27:29; Nb 23:113 24:9; Jos 8:34, 

g. Vulg. adds ‘in harmony with good’. : 
4 a. Altemative translation (corr.) ‘You crave things 
you don’t have, you are envious and jealous of things 

is : 

Mt539 
Ph i:tt 
Heb 12:11 

~You, want something and you BJ? 
iP2hH 

Res 

Mee 
Gn2:7 

LP 5:5-9 
Pr 3:34 

LxXXx 

Mt23:12 

Ly 19:6 
Mtl 

Ree iit 

go to war’). ‘War’ here is not the internal spiritual. 
. struggle of a: Christian; ‘cf. Rm 7:23; 1 P 2:11, and it 
seems to be more than just a heated argument between 
Christians, it seems to mean coming to real blows. 

friendship of the world is enmity of God?’ The imagery 
of Israel the unfaithful wife of Yahweh i f 

fa theO.T., Ho 1:2-+-, cf. Mt 12:39/ Mk 8:38;2 Co11:2. 
¢. Lit. ‘the spirit he has made to dwell in us yearns 

for our love’; or ‘he yearns intensely over the spirit 
he has made to dwell in us’. This text, now lost, seems 

wants and that God answers our prayers, cf. Mt 1% 
19-20; Jn 14:13-+-. ; fo” 

4. C¥, Is 322118; Mi 2:43 Je. 4:13f; Zo 11;2f. 
e. Var, “There is only one: the lawgiver...” 
f. Lit. ‘And who aré you the one judging your 

neighbour?’ cf. 2:4. To believe yourself qualified. to 
judge (=punish) a neighbour breaks the golden rule, 
2:8, of love. Cf, Km 2:1. . 



4:13 JAMES 400 

A warning for the rich and the self-confident 
wiz Here is the answer for those of you who talk like this: ‘Today or tomorrow, ,, 
12:19-20 we are off to this or that town; we are going to spend a year there, trading, and 

make some money’. -You never know what will happen tomorrow: you are no 4 
>142+ more than a mist that is here for a little while and then disappears. ~The most ,, 
401824 you should ever say is: ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we shall still be alive to do this or 

IJn2:lo+ that’. ~But how proud and sure of yourselves you are now! Pride of this kind ig ,, 
always wicked. »Everyone who knows what is the right thing to do and doesn’t ,, 
do it commits a sin. 

Lk 6:24 Now an answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the miseries that are , 
coming to you. «Your wealth is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by , 

$i22:10-42 moths. «All your gold and your silver are corroding away, and the same corrosion ; 
it793% will be your own sentence, and eat into your body. It was a burning fire that you 

Lv 19:13 Stored up as your treasure for the last days.* «Labourers mowed your fields, and , 
Dt24:1415 you cheated them—listen to the wages that you kept back, calling out; realise 

Ex 22:22 that the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. *On earth 5 
you have had a life of comfort and luxury; in the time of slaughter? you went 

Ws 2:10-20 on eating to your heart’s content. «It was you who condemned the innocent and ¢ 
killed them; they offered you no resistance. 

A final exhortation 
190,35:38 Now be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how 7 

DtiLl4 patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it has had the autumn =; 
Mt 24:33> rains? and the spring rains! «You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, s 
2CoG2~ because the Lord’s coming will be soon. -Do not make complaints against one s 

another, brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is 
already to be seen waiting at the gates. -For your example, brothers, in sub- 1. 

Mt5:11-12P mitting with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord; 
12-312 remember it is those who had endurance that we say are the blessed ones. You 1 

Jb 4210-17 have heard of the patience of Job, and understood the Lord’s purpose, realising 
Ps103:8 that the Lord is kind and compassionate. 
51310; Above all, my brothers, do not swear by heaven or by the earth, or use any 1 

Mt 534-37 oaths at all. If you mean ‘yes’, you must say ‘yes’; if you mean ‘no’, say ‘no’, 
Otherwise you make yourselves liable to judgement. 

If any one of you is in trouble, he should pray; if anyone is feeling happy, he 
Ttt:5+ should sing a psalm. If one of you is ill, he should send for the elders « 
Mk 6:13 of the church, and they must anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord and 

Ac3:16+- pray over him. +The prayer of faith will save the sick man and the Lord will raise 1 
G2 1816 him up again; and if he has committed any sins, he will be forgiven. «So confess 1 

Pr28:13+ your sins to one another, and pray for one another, and this will cure you;* the 
AJa}20 heartfelt? prayer of a good man works very powerfully. +Elijah was a bumeas 1 

x as being like ourselves—he prayed hard for it not to rain, and no rain fell for 
1x 425 three-and-a-half years; «then he prayed again and the sky gave rain and the earth 

gave crops. 

Misi My brothers, if one of you strays away from the truth, and another brings 
him back to it,-he may be sure? that anyone who can bring back a sinner from 4 

Pr 1042 the wrong way that he has taken will be saving a soul from death and covering 
up a great number of sins. 

5 a. Eschatologically the misfortunes of the rich Lord, and for the parpose of helping the sick and 
will be apparent only at the Judgement. 5:7-9. We forgiving their sins, are the origin of the Church's 
however are already living in the last days. cf. 2 Co 6: ‘sacrament of the sick’ (or Holy Unction), was endorsed 
2+. by the Council of Trent. 

b. Not a reference to Judgentent day, but to the e. This mutual confession and prayer for éach 
extreme violence to which, once, the innocent had other, instead of being only recommendations to the 
been subjected, ¥. 6, while the rich were living at case, sick, v. 15, are here urged on all Christians. Nothing 
v. 5. apecial however may be deduced about sacramental 

¢. ‘rains’, var. ‘fruits’. confession. 
d. Om, ‘of the Lord’, The tradition that these f. Var. CVulg.) ‘assiduous’, 

prayers and this anointing with oi in che name of tbe g. Var. ‘you can be sure’, 

Lk 
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i and dishonest men alike. -For vo ve those who ave YOu, what cht have 
" you to claim-any credit? Even the tax collectors¢do as much, o.they not?’ And 


